
Lifesavers, Life Givers and Lingering Questions 
 

“You are life savers, with what you are bringing today,” exclaimed Emma, manager at the largest 
Annunciation House shelter. There were already 130 asylum seekers there. They were welcoming 
230 more that day who were fleeing escalating violence and life-threatening conditions in Haiti, Cuba, 
Mexico, Turkey, and Central & South America. As we unloaded our 3 packed SUVs, we saw not only 
the boxes and bags of critical supplies, but YOUR love, compassion, care & prayers that we were 
bringing to the exhausted shelter staff and the hundreds of asylum-seeking families.  

We have never seen the shelters as busy, or the shelter volunteers as stretched as they were 
last Wednesday, May 4th. Some of our team quickly set up and sanitized additional cots for the 
newest guests. There were so many asylum-seeking toddlers, babies, pregnant women, and young 
fathers!  
 
Other Life Saving Stories 
Danger exists not only in the countries that the asylum seekers are fleeing, but also here in the United 
States. A teenage asylum seeker had been kidnapped by a gang in El Paso and held for a $15,000 
ransom. If his family or friends did not pay, the teen would be killed. The FBI raided the kidnappers’ 
building, bringing the teen and others to safety at Annunciation House. 

Leticia, a pregnant asylum seeker from Ecuador, was not as fortunate. She naively paid a 
“coyote” in Juarez to bring her to New Jersey to meet her husband. Instead, he took her to El Paso 
and turned her over to kidnappers. They refused to bring Letticia to the hospital, even after her water 
broke. After a local woman delivered her baby, the ransom was set at $6,000 for the baby and $8,000 
for her. It took her husband several weeks to borrow that much money before Leticia was released on 
a street. A good Samaritan saw her and took Leticia and her baby to the hospital. Annunciation 
House was contacted.  Leticia and her tiny baby are now safe at the shelter, where volunteers are 
working with ICE and the FBI to help Leticia get a birth certificate for her baby, and authorization to 
join her husband. 
 
Life Givers 
 Dee and Charlie are friends from Albuquerque Indivisible. Dee decided that for her 70th birthday, she 
wanted to give 70 hours of service by volunteering at Annunciation House for two weeks. “At our 
age, the most important thing in life is to give back.” They were impressed how eagerly the 
shelter guests helped clean, organize supplies, and do mountains of bedding laundry. The asylum 
seekers were showing gratitude, in the only way they could, to the shelter volunteers and all of you, 
for helping their families be safe. 
 
Lingering Questions 
No one seems to know if Title 42, which keeps most asylum seekers waiting in Mexico, will be 
repealed on May 23rd. Most advocates believe that this policy must be repealed in stages to avoid 
overwhelming available immigration resources. While Title 42 is being decided in the courts, the 
Biden administration is implementing policies to help the most vulnerable asylum seekers, and 
alleviate the overcrowding at the US Customs and Border Protection’s detention centers. The US 
border patrol are utilizing buses equipped with technology to process immigrants’ paperwork as they 
are transported to nonprofit shelters in Denver and Dallas. A weekly bus of asylum seekers is already 
being received in Albuquerque by an Interfaith group. Humanitarian Parole exceptions to Title 42, 
which require legal help, are uniting the most vulnerable asylum seekers with their sponsors in the 
US. Casa de Colores, is an organization that provides LGBTQ asylum seekers with legal help, 
sponsors and transportation. HIAS and Las Americas provide pro-bono lawyers to vulnerable women, 
children, young families and the elderly, sick, or handicapped. There are so many in need, and not 
enough legal help! 
 



 
Partnerships 
We have decided to partner with St. Michael’s and All Angels faith community in Albuquerque, which 
has historically dedicated itself to Immigration and Inclusivity issues. We now have the ability to: 

- Offer a tax-deductible way to donate to Las Familias Solidarity & receive a yearly statement. 
- Greater accountability as our records will be part of an annual audit by an outside accountant. 
- Save 7.87% tax on our team’s bulk purchases for Annunciation House sites.  
- Join a wider network of caring organizations working on Immigration issues. 
- Have wider communication with others concerned about refugees and asylum seekers 

 
Our next trip to the border is Wednesday, June 1st. 
“We really appreciate working with you because you only bring us items that we asked for and 
really need,” an Annunciation House supply manager told us this week. Because of space limitations 
in our vehicles and in the Annunciation House shelters, please understand that these are the only 
items that we can accept. Please deliver the items by Sunday, May 29th. Thank you so much for 
your support! 
 

 NIDO formula – Red cap only  

 Plastic baby bottles 

 Ladies and men’s briefs – small & medium for women/ small, medium & large for men 

 Men’s pants – 26-34 

 39 gallon trash bags 

 Toothbrushes 

 Baby formula 0-12 months 
 

Quicker and Easier Ways to Help 

 Donate & get a tax deduction - Go to all-angels.com. (St. Michael’s parish) Hit the yellow 
donate button on the lower right corner of the web page. On the donations page, hit the arrow 
to the right of “Use this donation for”. Scroll down to Las Familias Solidarity. Use Paypal or a 
credit card to donate. 

 Send a Check, We Shop – For a tax deduction, make check to St. Michaels and All Angels. In 
the memo line put “Las Familias Solidarity.” Mail to St. Michaels & All Angels, 601 Montaño 

Road NW. Albuquerque, NM  87107 or you can still make checks to Liz Hanna, 2 San Juan 

Trail, Corrales, NM 87048. We are the same Las Familias Solidarity team! 

 Shop & Send – Deliver or ship to Sharon Palma, 2 Isleta Trail, Corrales, NM 87048.  If you 
drop off, please text Sharon at 505.249.5046.  OR bring the items to St. Michael & All Angels 
Parish, 601 Montaño Rd, ABQ.  Monday-Friday to parish office or Sunday Morning to church. 

 Volunteer at Annunciation House for a 2-week or longer period:  Annunciationhouse.org  

 Send a Check Made out to Annunciation House – a 5013c, to Liz Hanna, 2 San Juan Trail, 
Corrales, NM 87048 

 Advocate for a Just Immigration Policy at A Call for Just Immigration Policy (sojo.net) 
 
Thank you for choosing to be a life saver and life giver with your donation to help asylum seeking 
families that have already suffered so much! We could not do our work without you! If you like our 
work, please tell a friend about us too! 
 
With our gratitude, 
 
Liz & Mike Hanna, Denise Ulibarri Claus, Sharon Palma, Sue Hoadley 
Las Familias Solidarity Team 
liz_hanna@hotmail.com,  asharonp@gmail.com, suehoadley@comcast.net  
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