
READ: Mathew 28: 1-10. Accounts of Easter Morning are found in all four Gospels (Matthew 28:1–10, Mark
16:1–8, Luke 24:1–49, John 20 :1–23). Each account differs, sometimes slightly and sometimes significantly.
It's interesting to read them all and note the difference. The account in the Gospel of Matthew appears below:
 
After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see
the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven,
came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as
snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not
be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified.He is not here; for he has been raised, as
he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from
the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for
you.” So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met
them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said
to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.”

WONDER:
On Easter morning we experience joy where there had only been grief, new life where we’d thought
there was only emptiness. On Easter morning, we declare that death does not have the last word, and
that despite everything, LOVE IS ALIVE. Celebrate with abandon this morning! Get dressed up in your
finest, even though you'll be at home. Sing an Alleluia or shout Christ is Risen!  Share the gift of love by
writing a note or calling someone you haven't talked to in a little while.  Share the gift of new life by
making an Easter-inspired donation to an organization that is meaningful to you. Draw a flower and
put it on your window or door for others to see. Think about where life has surprised you with joy.
Look out your window for signs that Love is alive!
 

O God, who made this most holy celebration to shine with the glory of Jesus’ resurrection: Stir up 
in us, your Church, that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed 
both in body and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord,
 who lives and reign with you, I the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God,now and for ever. Amen.  
 
(Adapted from the Book of Common Prayer p.295)

EASTER MORNING
The hope of Jesus' resurrection on the third day following his crucifixion is 
at the heart of Christian belief and Easter Day is the celebration of the
resurrection. It begins the joyful and celebratory Season of Easter, which
includes Easter Sunday and the “Great 50 Days” that follow. The hope and
promise of new life is welcomed with bells, flowers, and joyful shouts of
“Alleluia, Christ is Risen!” to which one responds, "The Lord is risen indeed,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!"

READ:

PRAY:


