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Acknowledgements and Opportunities
• Early history was excerpted from the parish archives and our website 

https://www.stmichaelsabq.org/our-history.html

• Additional information was provided by Fr. Brian Taylor, Fr. Joe Britton, Oleta Saunders, 
Steve Shelly, Michiel Bourdrez, David and Jane McGuire, Grace Collins, and 
Garth Bawden

• I observe that the parish archives are very loosely organized and we would benefit from 
an archivist and/or historian creating collections and labeling artifacts

• Our 75th anniversary is in 2 years

• Current long-term site planning activities might be informed by previous master site plans

• Please interrupt with your corrections, additions (e.g., names of people), or questions –
let’s make this a conversation

• A timeline is next – please note that descriptions are in the context of the timeline year 
(may not be the same as the present description); drawings and pictures are presented 
after the timeline (might make the timeline clearer)
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Timeline (1 of 5)
• 1950 – September 24: First service of St. John’s North Valley mission was held at 

4522 North 4th Street storefront (just south of Griegos)

• 1950 – November 15: North Valley mission officially named St. Michael and All 
Angels. A church history notes that September 24th is very close to the Feast of 
St. Michael, and St. Michael and All Angels was the name of the parish in 
Anniston, Alabama where Bishop Stoney was consecrated as our bishop. These 
were two key factors in naming our parish.

• 1952 – Spring: Building Committee organized
• Property acquisition: Juanita Waggoner, Robert King and Robeson Barker
• Building: Sam Hartnett, Jack Evans, Leo Seeley, Herbert Horton, Robert Dietz and 

Robeson Barker

• 1952: Donations arranged, including the church bell Fr. Saunders purchased from 
St. Peter’s church in Rincon for $1. The bell was originally cast in 1860 in Akron, 
Ohio.

• 1952 – August 3: Groundbreaking for the L-shaped building arrangement that 
was constructed by parishioners and volunteers in two stages. The first stage 
was the sanctuary and sacristy. The second stage was the library and 
classrooms. The construction cost was thought to be $25 to 30K.
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Timeline (2 of 5)

• 1952 – late in the year: Fr. Saunders invited to be the first permanent 
Vicar (a vicar is the leader of a “mission” status church)

• 1953 – January: Fr. Saunders installed

• 1953: Rectory built for Fr. Saunders (only used in “rectory” mode 
from 1953 to 1958)

• 1953: Transition from “mission” to “parish” status 

• 1954: Albuquerque Academy for Boys established and initially 
operated from St. Michael’s Rectory, Parish Hall, and classrooms

• 1954 to 1957: John Tatschl stained-glass panels installed

• 1955: Academy Science Lab and storage room built in NW corner of 
property

• 1955 – June: Pipe organ installed
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Timeline (3 of 5)

• 1958: Rectory purchased in Dietz Farms (Dietz family members were 
parishioners); original (on site) Rectory became the Church Office

• 1958: Albuquerque Academy for Boys left SMAA and moved to its 
2nd temporary location (now Sandia Prep)

• 1958: Science Lab became the Choir Room

• 1963: Reconfigured the Church Office as an actual office (was 
initially the Rectory)

• 1980s: Various pre-schools and churches rented space and used the 
Parish Hall on days other than Sunday

• 1982: Expansion planning began; numerous options explored over 
next decade

• 1988: All Angels Episcopal Day School (AAEDS) founded

• 1990 – December 29: Fire! Major damage to the Parish Hall/AAEDS
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Timeline (4 of 5)
• 1996 to 1997: Construction of the Worship Center (current Sanctuary), total cost 

$1.4M

• 1997 – Palm Sunday: First service in the Worship Center

• 1997: Original Sanctuary became the Parish Hall; original Parish Hall dedicated 
to AAEDS use

• 2008: 719 Montaño, Casa San Miguel, property purchased

• 2010 – March 5: 535 Montaño (Stack) property between the paved east parking 
lot and gravel east parking lot purchased and building demolished

• 2010: Ministry Complex built. Construction (only) cost was $1M; total cost $1.5M
• Inductive (T-coil) loop added to the Sanctuary

• 2010: Parish Office (original Rectory) became the Youth Building

• 2014: Acoustic panels constructed and installed in the Pavilion

• 2017: NW corner of the Ministry Complex started transitioning to what is now The 
Landing
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Timeline (5 of 5)

• 2017: Door operators added to Narthex lavatory doors
• Intended to keep going and install operators on additional doors

• 2019 – January 27: Paid off and burned the mortgage (a ceremonial 
copy, not the original)

• 2019: Acoustic panels installed in the Sanctuary

• 2020 to 2022: Parish Hall updated to add storage area divider wall, 
cabinets, countertops, and coffee bar (most work done by Sexton 
James Peeders and Café Fix-It). Flooring replaced.

• 2021: Re-roofed the Parish Hall, AAEDS, Narthex, and Sacristies

• 2022: New windows installed in AAEDS and the Youth Building

• 2022: Re-stuccoed the Parish Hall, AAEDS, and Youth Building

• 2023: Using a Roadrunner Food Bank grant for materials, converted 
the Casa San Miguel shed storage room into a walk-in cooler
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Selected Pictures and Drawings

• You might find the slides that follow interesting (more slides 
could be made, but I’ll do that based on feedback from this 
meeting)

• For example
• Original property for a building site was in an industrial area; that property was 

sold to buy the lots where the initial sanctuary and parish hall were built

• More on the Tatschl windows or:
• Book: The Love of God in Jesus the Christ, by Bill and Elsa d’Ellis

• Video download: https://www.icloud.com/photos/#07eYofDTA6lFs2_wxIFveDqUA; 
contact Bob Bowman

• Guidebook in Narthex by Rev. Joe Britton

• Adjacent land acquisition from 1982 to 2005

• 1990s alternative property further west on Montaño (was not purchased)

• A history of memorials

• Organized in chronological order
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1950 Flashback - 4522 North 4th Street (in 2001)
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1956
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The parking lot and everything else 

matched the road – Montaño was a 

dirt road for a long time



Albuquerque Academy Publication
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1960 trivia: Mike Langner was in the 

1st graduating class (6 students)

Parishioner

Academy acreage 

from Simms ranch:

• Sandia Prep (27)

• Academy/Wyoming

   (880)

• High Desert (3,300)

• Other (7,500+)

Rector



1962 Campus Improvement Approval Request
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~1963 was not appreciably different from 1996
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Originally the Academy’s 
Science Lab - a safe 

distance from the rest of 
the buildings 

Originally the Rectory; this 
reconfiguration was in 1963. 
Later, front door closed off 
and back/side doors added. 

1955

1953

1952, 
Phase 1

Tatschl windows 
1954 to 1957

1952, 
Phase 2

B: Bathroom
C: Chancel
CR: Classroom
K: Kitchen
LIB: Library
M: Men’s restroom
ME: Mechanical (aka Dungeon)
MTG: Meeting
NURS: Nursery
OFF: Office
PH: Parish Hall
PR: Parish Records
SAC: Sacristy
STO: Storage
W: Women’s restroom



1982 Site 
Master Plan
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This master plan, 

constrained by the existing 

property lines, was totally 

revised after additional lots 

were purchased. Note that 

bigger bathrooms have 

been a topic of 

conversation for 40+ years.



Sanctuary (Photos by Paul Saunders)
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Aumbry



Fire! December 29, 1990
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Smoke covered the kitchenware. Many parishioners turned up 

to offer help and took home items to clean - a real community 

effort. When the space was smoke free, Elaine and I returned 

50 place settings of dishes!!

Garth Bawden

Soon after the fire, All Angels school was relocated to 

St. John's Cathedral downtown, after they generously offered 

their Sunday School space for our temporary use.

Rev. Brian Taylor



Fire! 
December 29, 

1990
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The fire burned from the parish hall into the 

sacristy, which was at the L-junction where the 

parish hall (E-W orientation) met the worship 

building (N-S orientation). The wall between the 

sacristy and the altar area had a pass-through 

aumbry (small wall cabinet) which always 

contained the consecrated reserved sacrament. 

The aumbry had a locked door on each side of the 

wall so that the sacrament could be accessed from 

either the sacristy or the altar area, and it was 

about eye-level, with a perpetual candle flame on 

the altar side.

When the fire burned the sacristy, a bit of smoke 

crept through the locked aumbry. On the altar side, 

visible to the congregation, was a black smoke 

imprint roughly in the shape of outstretched fingers 

and a hand, as if the consecrated Body and Blood 

of Christ had stopped the fire right there.

Rev. Brian Taylor



1994 
Church 

Directory 
Cover
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Christ the King – this relief art, and 

many other items, were memorials



1995 Altar 
and 

Resurrection 
Window
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Now, the altar crucifix 

is on the north wall of 

the Parish Hall; the 

altar gate is part of the 

AAEDS outdoor sign



1996 - Sanctuary
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Mandy and John Taylor-Montoya were married

One of the old pews 

is in the Parish Hall
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Dwg A3, Exterior 

Elevations, did not 

show a gate and wall



1996 Groundbreaking Ceremony
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2
1

3 4

5 6

7 8

9

10 11
12

1 Alanna Rolls

2 Kay Bratton

3 Ann Gilbert

4 Terry Word

5

6 Tes Balcomb

7 Ruth Fluke

8 Rev. Brian Taylor

9 Rev. John Haverland, 

Canon to the Ordinary

10 Bishop Kelshaw

11 Rev. Sam Hall

12 Walt Vandevender



1996 Construction
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Klinger Construction



1997 New Sanctuary Completion Sequence
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Steve 

Shelly

Robert 

Habiger, 

architect

Stacy 

Moses

Bonnie 

Kelly

Ann 

Simms-

Clark

Kay Bratton, Design Committee Chair, not shown



The design committee set aside space for a future baptismal font. There was not enough money in 
the budget to build a font, nor did we have a specific plan, but we wanted to have an area 
designated for this important element of our faith. The idea was to have a font at the sanctuary exit 
so we are reminded of our baptism as we leave to go about our lives.

While going to a landscape job in Santa Fe, I came across a roadside vendor selling rocks. Rocks 
are a key element of our landscape design approach so I stopped to take a look. He had a number 
of very large and unique rocks available. I immediately focused in on one that looked like a perfect 
triangle with a “bird bath” element that was carved out by centuries of erosion. It occurred to me 
that this rock was likely carved out when Moses and the Israelites were in the desert. In the biblical 
account, God had Moses speak to the stone and “water came forth.” This seemed a perfect stone 
for our font. Being the wheeler and dealer that I am, I first asked for the price on the rock next to it. 
Trembling inside, I then asked about the stone that I really wanted. He naturally came down a little, 
I paid him and had him load the stone onto my truck. Upon informing the design committee about 
my find, we started a campaign to raise extra funds so that we could include the plumbing and 
construction of the font in the budget.

We then set up the fountain at my landscape yard, then 4 houses west of church. Using three rocks 
to establish a base, we set the main stone to create the right pitch for water to move thru the 
“canyons” provided by centuries of erosion. We made aligning marks with chalk so that we could 
duplicate the setting of the stones in the sanctuary.

A year or so later, we rented a fork lift to bring in and set the rocks into the oval font. The 1998 
church directory has a picture of Jesus, one of my employees at the time, driving the forklift with the 
main rock suspended by nylon straps so that we could carefully position it on the three pedestal 
stones in the font. Using a masonry bit, I drilled a hole for the water hose discharge at the top of the 
fountain. I now have hammer drills that would drill such a hole in about 3 minutes but back then it 
took about an hour and a half. I may write a book about finding opportunities to meditate in ordinary 
circumstances. What better place to meditate than while drilling a hole in a sacred stone in a newly 
built sanctuary. I still remember creating the font during the annual Good Friday night watch as I 
hear water flowing across that beautiful stone and cascading into the baptismal font.

Steve Shelly

1997 Baptismal Font
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Steve 

Shelly

John 

Teel

Jesus

Unknown



1997 
Carefully 

Moving the 
Stained Glass 

Windows
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As the new worship space was 

under construction and the 

stained glass was moved out of 

the old one, we took the 

opportunity to start the transition 

by creating an alternate worship 

environment in the old church for 

the last few months. We 

arranged seating in a semi-

circle, among other things, as it 

would be in the new space.

Rev. Brian Taylor



1997 
Construction 

Finished
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Randy 

Crandall

Brian 

Taylor, 

Rector

2022 - Ask Ian Taylor-Montoya about his 

first day serving as acolyte and the new 

stainless steel wire rope attached to the 

bell in this picture

Beginning of memorial 

rose garden

Spring 2021



1997 Stained Glass Windows Relocated
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In the original Sanctuary, the stained glass 

windows were arranged in a somewhat random 

order. In the new Sanctuary, they were placed to 

tell the gospel story, as stained glass have 

always functioned in history. Upon entry from the 

foyer, worshipers first encounter the birth of 

Christ (to their left), going through the 

chronology of his boyhood, baptism, healing 

ministry, and Last Supper and Garden of 

Gethsemane, all on the south wall of the church. 

As the eye continues around to the altar, there's 

the Paschal Mystery - with the crucifixion on one 

side, and the resurrection up higher (next slide). 

Michael casting the dragon out of heaven - a 

story of struggling with life/death, good/evil - is in 

the prayer chapel, accompanied by the ashes of 

loved ones in the columbarium, and the personal 

issues of those in prayer. Leaving the church, 

there is the gospel story of the disciples hauling 

in a great load of fish, signifying that they would 

henceforth be catching disciples for Christ - 

likewise, as we depart he points us out into the 

world, where ministry is to be done. 

Rev. Brian Taylor



1997 Altar
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Here's an anecdote that emphasizes the 

Design Committee's commitment to its 

aesthetic vision. The Resurrection window 

was intended as a high point, very visible 

to everyone facing the altar. The day it 

was installed, I was horrified to see that 

the roof overhang outside cut the 

Resurrected Christ in half, so that his 

upper body was in shadow. The architect 

solved the problem by putting a light-

scattering glass panel on the outside, so 

that the whole window was uniformly lit 

from the outside.

Rev. Brian Taylor

The purpose of putting the altar on the long side was not only to bring the people 

closer; it also makes a more generous altar space where liturgy can be creatively 

carried out, and it embodies a theological point: having a semi-circle blends 

transcendence (everyone basically facing forward towards the altar and high wall 

behind it, as is traditional in church design) with immanence (pews on a slant so 

that people can see one another in community).

Rev. Brian Taylor



1997 Planting Memorial Rose Garden Border
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Hallie 

Bratton

Kay 

Bratton

Steve Shelly prepared 

the landscaping plans 

for the Worship 

Center and the 

Ministry Complex. 

Large groups of 

volunteers (25+) were 

led by Steve Shelly 

Landscaping 

(including John Teel) 

over multiple 

weekends to complete 

the installation. Some 

were smiling like 

Hallie; others were 

probably in need of 

ibuprofen 



2008 
Conceptual 

Plan
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This “menu” of  

options was prepared 

from 2004 to 2008. 

The parish decided 

the Ministry Complex 

was the first priority.

The conceptual plan 

is in a 3-ring binder in 

the Records Room.



2010 Ministry Complex Rendering
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Design Committee:
Steve Shelly, Chair; 
Robert Habiger, Architect; 
Robin Hammer; Judy Schaab; 
Francis Suggs; Stacy Moses; 
John Clauss; Fr. Brian Taylor; 
Fr. Christopher McClaren; 
Scott Anderson; Paul Vosberg; 
Mike Maccini

Britton Construction

Note that Steve and 

Stacy were a dynamic 

duo on the Worship 

Center and Ministry 

Complex building and 

design committees.



2010 Ministry Complex Construction
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Barbara 

Koenig

Jim 

Moffat

Patrick 

Reilly

Tim (back), 

Maddie, Jenna, 

Spencer Nelson

Steve 

Shelly

Talia 

McLaren

Sammy 

Ramirez

Noah 

Ramirez

___

______



2014, 2019 Acoustic Improvements
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The as-built acoustics 

of the Pavilion made it 

very difficult to have a 

group conversation. 

Steve Shelly found a 

design for sound 

absorbing panels. 

Steve and a Café Fix-it 

crew built and hung the 

panels  

After the success of the Pavilion project, panels were purchased 

($4,000) from ATS for the Sanctuary that retained most of the 

“liveliness” of the room’s acoustics but solved some challenges. Steve 

Shelly, James Peeders, musicians, and Café Fix-it installed the 

panels.



2019 Mortgage Burning – Rector’s Wardens
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Jane McGuire

2019-2022

Cathy Bailey

2013-2016

Denise 

Ulibarri-Clauss

2016-2019

Ash bin 

reflection in 

the glass door 

– no more 

mortgage!

Dale Lange (Vestry), Fr. Joe 

Britton, and Denise led the 

effort to retire the mortgage



2020 Pandemic Agility and Continuing Broadcasts
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Rev. Joe Britton

Alexis Corbin

Starting with phone 

cameras, 

provisions were 

made to worship as 

a community even 

when we couldn’t 

be together. This 

setup is still 

evolving and allows 

us to continue to 

connect with those 

who can not be 

with us in person.

Learning to use Open Broadcast 

Software (OBS) and the new laptop

Sometimes, even a parking lot is a place of 

worship.

Do you remember:

• Drive through communion

• FM radio broadcast service in the parking lot 

(August 2020)

• Almost back together – outdoor services in the 

west parking lot beginning Palm Sunday and 

Easter Sunday 2021
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Mike Myers, Ash Wednesday cabinet 

installation

James Peeders (sexton) finishing 

cleanup after removing the old floor

Re-roof 

in 2021; 

re-

stucco 

in 2022
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Re-roof in 

2021; re-

stucco and 

new windows 

in 2022; new 

playground 

wall in 2022

1996 altar gate 

became part of 

the sign
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Sexton’s Office

James Peeders

Nursery AAEDS Records

Storage Children’s Chapel Godly Play

Re-stucco and 

new windows in 

2022

Closet

Closet and 

Old Furnace



Casa San Miguel (CSM) Food Pantry
• 2022: Exhaustive building evaluation prepared and reported on at October 

Vestry meeting (the structure is sound, cosmetic fixes needed)

• 2023: Breezeway re-roofed by CSM volunteers and kitchen floor replaced

• 2023 (in-progress): With materials provided by a Roadrunner Food Bank 
grant, CSM volunteers are converting the shed storage room to a walk-in 
cooler
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Jay Stanke Robert Duffield

Bob Kneuppel, Tom 

Hall, Jay Stanke

Checking the floor 

before filling with foam

New vigas, new 

roof deck, new 

crossbeam



Notes

• Michiel Bourdrez created floor plans for the 1950s campus 
buildings (no drawings found for the original buildings)

• He also designed the 2020 to 2022 Parish Hall updates

• Construction drawing sets for the 1991 post-fire renovations, 
1997 Worship Center, and 2010 Ministry Complex were 
scanned in 2015 and are available as *.pdf files – contact John 
Clauss

• Some slides have references to drawing (Dwg) numbers

01/08/2024 42


	Slide 1: History of St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church Buildings Albuquerque, NM
	Slide 2: 2022 Aerial View
	Slide 3: Acknowledgements and Opportunities
	Slide 4: Timeline (1 of 5)
	Slide 5: Timeline (2 of 5)
	Slide 6: Timeline (3 of 5)
	Slide 7: Timeline (4 of 5)
	Slide 8: Timeline (5 of 5)
	Slide 9: Selected Pictures and Drawings
	Slide 10: 1950 Flashback - 4522 North 4th Street (in 2001)
	Slide 11: 1956
	Slide 12: Albuquerque Academy Publication
	Slide 13: 1962 Campus Improvement Approval Request
	Slide 14: ~1963 was not appreciably different from 1996
	Slide 15: 1982 Site Master Plan
	Slide 16: Sanctuary (Photos by Paul Saunders)
	Slide 17: Fire! December 29, 1990
	Slide 18: Fire! December 29, 1990
	Slide 19: 1994 Church Directory Cover
	Slide 20: 1995 Altar and Resurrection Window
	Slide 21: 1996 - Sanctuary
	Slide 22: 1996 Master Site Plan, Dwg 1
	Slide 23: 1996 Groundbreaking Ceremony
	Slide 24: 1996 Construction
	Slide 25: 1997 New Sanctuary Completion Sequence
	Slide 26: 1997 Baptismal Font
	Slide 27: 1997 Carefully Moving the Stained Glass Windows
	Slide 28: 1997 Construction Finished
	Slide 29: 1997 Stained Glass Windows Relocated
	Slide 30: 1997 Altar
	Slide 31: 1997 Planting Memorial Rose Garden Border
	Slide 32: 2008 Conceptual Plan
	Slide 33: 2010 Ministry Complex Rendering
	Slide 34: 2010 Ministry Complex Construction
	Slide 35: 2014, 2019 Acoustic Improvements
	Slide 36: 2019 Mortgage Burning – Rector’s Wardens
	Slide 37: 2020 Pandemic Agility and Continuing Broadcasts
	Slide 38: 2022 Parish Hall
	Slide 39: 2023 AAEDS
	Slide 40: 2023 Youth Building
	Slide 41: Casa San Miguel (CSM) Food Pantry
	Slide 42: Notes

