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St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church a welcoming community of faith in the Anglican tra-
dition,  invites all God’s people to seek spiritual growth through a life of prayer, study, stewardship, 
fellowship and worship in order that we may be transformed by the love of God in our midst and 
sent out to serve others.
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Dear Friends, 
Joining the community of St. Michael and All Angels Church in the summer of 2015 was a great joy 
to me and my family. We are grateful for the enthusiastic welcome and warm hospitality that has 
been extended to us, and are glad to be settled at last in Albuquerque and New Mexico!

I have been especially gratified to discover just how gifted St. Michael’s is as a parish community, 
a wealth of talent that is abundantly evident every time we gather for worship. The parish has a 
profound spiritual depth that firmly anchors its life and work in the Life in Christ—a depth that 
is manifest in the prayers with which each day is begun, in the contemplative core of prayer 
and discernment, and in the prevailing enthusiasm for opportunities for learning and growth. As 
members of the congregation, your are gifted in many ways that give it an unusual abundance of 
skills and leadership upon which to draw. I am particularly struck by the diversity of the parish’s 
families and households, through which runs a thread of profound commitment to loving and caring 
for partners, spouses, children, parents. Preaching in such a congregation is a real joy, for the 
eagerness and attentiveness that each of you brings from your personal and spiritual experience to 
the preaching moment is quite humbling—and challenging!

New Opportunities
During the fall, many parishioners participated in a series of “Conversations with the Rector,” which 
were informal gatherings to get better acquainted with one another, and to share hopes and dreams 
for the future of the parish. Out of those discussions, four themes emerged that from my perspective 
form a focus for our work as we move forward together:
• Ministry to Youth and Families. 
We need to build a stronger youth ministry, redeploying some of our resources toward supporting 
this work. In the coming year, we will shift some of Pastor Kristin Schultz’s responsibilities so that 
she will be able to redirect her time and energy from the many duties she assumed during the 
interim, toward the youth and family ministries for which she was originally called to the parish.
Looking toward the future, we are planning a parish-wide “Youth Ministry Summit” in early April, to 
be led by the Rev. Skip Masback, founder of the Youth Ministry Initiative at Yale Divinity School and 
former Senior Pastor (and youth minister) of the Congregational Church of New Canaan, Connecticut 
(www.youthministryinitiative.org). We have asked Skip to help us engage in “vision casting” for a 
youth ministry focused on three key elements:
-     Unconditional love and acceptance
-     Clear and understandable commitments and boundaries
-     Participation in something larger than oneself
• Ministry to Seniors
St. Michael’s has a large number of seniors and people with aging parents. Developing a 
comprehensive ministry of support, education, and pastoral care for this constituency is an obvious 
and even necessary step for us to take. The popularity of the “High Scorers” lunch once each 
month is but one sign of the need for such a ministry, and during the coming spring we will be 
assembling a group of interested people to begin investigating and charting a course.
• Prayer and Spiritual Growth
Among the greatest gifts that has been given to St. Michael’s is its commitment to prayer. 
However, the period of transition over the last several years has left some of the groups focused 
on prayer and discernment a bit uncertain of their place in the parish. Gathering together the 
spiritual resources of the parish and renewing this aspect of its life is both greatly desired by many 
individuals, and critical to sustaining St. Michael’s underlying strength and vitality. 

Rector's Report
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• Reaching beyond the Parish
St. Michael’s has a long history of reaching out to the community around it, as the summaries of 
its many ministries contained in this report attest. There is, however, a hunger to move in new 
directions—especially in response to the pressing issues of the current day.
Of real concern is building relationships with the Muslim community that can both encourage 
greater acceptance and tolerance at a societal level, and increase our own individual understanding 
and appreciation for the Islamic tradition. To this end, we have begun to reach out to the Islamic 
Center of New Mexico, and hope to expand on these initial contacts in the coming year.

Returning to an earlier initiative, we are reaching out to our brothers and sisters in Navajoland, an 
area mission of the Episcopal Church. God has blessed us with a new friendship and partnership 
with Good Shepherd Mission in Fort Defiance, Arizona. As we have begun exploring how we might 
grow together with them in faith, learning and sharing from one another’s traditions, I have been 
amazed at how many connections St. Michael’s already has with the Navajo. We will soon be 
gathering these resources together, planning among other things a visitation and work trip June 1-7 
at Good Shepherd.

A key focus of current thinking on mission is the importance of the neighborhood: if we are to 
minister effectively, then surely ministering to those who are nearest to the church is critically 
important. Already, the Casa San Miguel Food Pantry and Community Connections ministries are 
important instances of such ministry, but building on these points of contact is an area for our own 
growth and involvement.

Challenges and Growing Edges 
Alongside these many opportunities also lie some distinct challenges. Financially, the parish is 
strained to support the variety and breadth of its ministries, as the deficit in the 2016 budget clearly 
demonstrates. Working with the Vestry, we need to examine closely how we deploy the resources 
we have, find ways to use them more efficiently, and work to expand the financial base. In my view, 
our goal should be to move to a place where we can all work confidently in an environment of 
supportive generosity, without the constant concern for whether we are financially stable. As a step 
in that direction, last fall the Vestry made advantage of historically low interest rates to renegotiate 
the terms of the mortgage on our ministry complex, which in the long run will save thousands of 
dollars. These issues will have to be a focus of the parish’s leadership in the coming year.

Looking forward, we now have the joy of harvesting the fruit of a struggle that has been hard won: 
full marriage equality, both in our state and denomination. While the parish has for a long time taken 
courageous stands on this issue, we now have to move beyond the prophetic stance toward helping 
both church and society digest the seismic shifts that occurred around this issue in the summer of 
2015. How we establish and embrace this new norm bears some thought and care, especially given 
that the issue is far from settled on a more global scale (as recent developments in the Anglican 
Communion demonstrate). How might we now play a role of leadership and encouragement in our 
diocese and the wider church, given this changed landscape?

Finally, my thanks go to the staff and lay leadership of the parish for having worked so hard and 
diligently to lead the parish through the transition, and for being so supportive of the arrival of a new 
pastor. Reading back over all that I have written here, I can only conclude by saying, “May the God 
who has given us the will to do these things, give us also the grace and power to perform them!”
 
Faithfully yours,
 
 

The Rev. Joseph Britton
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Loved Ones,

2015 was a year of growth and change for St. Michael’s, and for me. When we welcomed our new 
rector in June, my role here changed a great deal, and I am still working into that change. It is a 
privilege to work with Fr. Joe and to continue in ministry here at the congregation I love so dearly.
 
2015 saw many highlights. In January, we met Fr. Joe by Skype during our annual meeting. In 
February, I spent a few hours with David Martin on Ash Wednesday imposing ashes at the corner 
of 4th and Montano. I’m grateful to David for inviting me out of my comfort zone into something that 
turned out to be so meaningful. In April we celebrated Easter with a gorgeous early morning Vigil 
and a full morning of festivities. On May 3, Bishop Lamb led our service of Confirmation, and we 
received 22 new members. In June, we welcomed Fr. Joe. We also welcomed Bishop Vono, who 
celebrated and preached at our annual Pride service. And, I spent a week leading Discovery Camp 
at Camp Stoney, with many kids and volunteers from St. Michael’s in attendance.
 
In August I got to teach a book group and class on Reading the New Testament for the First Time. 
October included two trips to the Maize Maze followed by cookouts at church – one with almost 
30 middle and high school students from Episcopal churches around Albuquerque, and one with 
families from St. Michael’s. In November we had our first (first annual, I hope) Thanksgiving Dinner 
at the church, and it was a wonderful meal accompanied by conversation, laughter and song. 
December brought the usual wealth of activity, with luminaria- folding parties for youth and families, 
pageant preparation, and a lovely service of Light into Darkness which included prayers for healing.
 
Fr. Joe’s arrival has enabled me to focus more attention on the ministries I started working in at St. 
Michael’s – our ministry to and with youth, children and families. As we move into 2016, I will make 
Youth and Family ministry my primary focus. To that end, we have invited Skip Masback, from the 
Youth Ministry Institute at Yale Divinity School, to visit here in April to lead our congregation in a 
visioning of what our ministry to and with youth and their families might be. I look forward to the 
challenge of going deeper in our youth ministry, and hope that many of you will join me in that 
endeavor.
 
I will also continue in other areas of ministry which I love – preaching, teaching adults, and 
celebrating the Eucharist. Ministry with younger children and families continues to be an area I 
deeply value and enjoy, which will receive more focused attention as we look at regular family 
gatherings and ways to more fully include children in the life of our parish.
 
I am blessed to be in ministry with all of you in this exceptional place.
With great love and respect,

 
Pastor Kristin Schultz

Clergy Report
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Vestry is a unique ministry in the Episcopal Church, as it is mandated by the Canons of the Church 
and its members are elected by the parish to a three year term of office. This body was designed 
by our Episcopal Church Founders to balance and support the authority of a parish rector. Every 
parish has a vestry. The term vestry comes from the Latin “vesta” meaning sacred commitment 
to the care and maintenance of the home. The Canons of the Episcopal Church state that: “The 
Vestry shall be agents and legal representatives of the Parish in all matters concerning its corporate 
property and the relations of the Parish to its Clergy.” (Canon 14, Section 2).

For those of us who have served or who are currently serving on vestry, we are lay ministers to 
the whole body. We minister to both the clergy and the laity. We engage in the big picture work 
of discerning God’s will for this parish and for its members. We are, as one vestry member put it, 
“part of the inner sanctum” of the church of St. Michael’s that lies behind Kathryn Ravenwood’s 
desk. We’re also engaged and intimately connected with the whole of God’s church both inside and 
outside the boundaries of our campus. Without the whole body of Christ in mind our ministry would 
lose its focus. We would be doing the work of an executive board—not the spiritual work of building 
God’s Kingdom, and that is what this ministry is doing. At its very essence the work is spiritual work, 
the very definition of Christian community. We who serve or who have served on a Vestry show 
our love for God, love of each other, and love of St. Michael's in the same way Jesus showed his 
love for his disciples by serving them and living with them in deep community. We serve the clergy 
and you the community of St. Michael's in the true spirit of Christian friendship and abiding faith.  
The “Communion of Saints” is about developing real connection in the context of the beauty and 
meaning of carefully planned and intentional liturgical worship. The vestry supports that. Christian 
community means serving our brothers and sisters in the wider church and the world in outreach 
ministries that develop and value the dignity of every human being. The vestry supports that. 
Christian community also helps to develop and support spiritual leaders, both lay and clergy, who 
carry Christ’s message out into the world. The vestry supports that as well.  We support and build 
up God’s Kingdom in whatever ways we can. We say YES AND... then make it happen.

On the practical side, we had to closely track our budget this year, because the vestry presented a 
$158,000.00 deficit budget to the parish at the 2015 annual meeting.  This deficit budget required 
constant monitoring over the course of the year. This constant vigilance allowed us to finish the year 
with a loss of only $ 24,000.00.  We also researched, negotiated and refinanced our New Building 
Loan agreement with New Mexico Bank and Trust. The 2015 loan balance was $633,000 financed at 
5.25% and would have come due in 2018 when the interest rate would almost double. With the new 
agreement our payments on the loan are now $5100 per month at 4.875% for a 10 year loan. We 
have been making principal payments on our loan and this year alone we have brought our balance 
on the loan down from $680,00.00 to $625,000. We will continue to make these principal payments 
so the balance will continue to go down and we should have very little of the loan to refinance and 
we will save money over time, due to the lower interest rate on the refinanced loan. We will also be 
working on ways to get this loan paid off completely as quickly as possible.

Besides looking after our financial health we have been hard at work hiring new staff to support the 
worship and ministerial life of the parish. We hired a new day school director, Anne Duran, a new 
sexton, James Peeders, and a new rector, Father Joe Britton. We planned a celebration and thank 
you for Pr. Kristin Schultz for her hard work and dedication to our parish during our transition. We 
organized and celebrated Joe Britton’s institution as our new rector this fall. We also arranged and 
organized conversations with our new rector for the parish. These conversations were important for 

Vestry Report
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Fr. Joe’s introduction to our parish and provided parishioners an avenue for getting to know him 
in smaller more intimate settings and talk about our common vision and values. We collected vital 
information from these conversations and this information will inform the vestry goals and agenda for 
2016 and beyond.

We so are grateful for the prayers and support of the parish in the year 2015.  We could not have 
accomplished the things we needed to accomplish for the parish without your support. Thank you! 
We on the Vestry had some moments of fear, doubt, and conflict. But when conflicts arose or we fell 
into fear and doubt, we prayed together to discern what God’s will was and we decided together on 
how to move forward from a place of faith and not fear and here we stand today; healthy and happy 
with a new Rector and a renewed commitment to our common mission, vision, and values. We are 
excited to see what 2016 holds for us and for St. Michaels!

Your Servant in Christ,

Cathy Bailey

Rector’s Warden
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       Kate Bradshaw, Business Administrator
       Jim Moffitt, Treasurer

Financial Report
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Adult Formation
In 2015 adults at St. Michael’s could choose from a variety of Sunday morning forums and weekday 
evening courses. Sunday mornings at 10:15 included both series and one-time speakers. In the spring, 
Rev. Doug Travis led a Lenten Sunday morning series in Christian Mysticism, and in the fall Rev. Joe 
Britton offered a monthly series on Faith Practices. Other speakers and topics included Jennifer Scacco 
from Casa Q, Ruth Hoffman from Lutheran Advocacy Ministry – NM, and Justin Ramer-Thamert from the 
Interfaith Coalition for Immigrant Justice.
Evening classes included book groups on The Cross in the Closet, with discussion led by David Martin, 
and Reading the New Testament for the First Time, led by Rev. Kristin Schultz. Two series invited 
participants more deeply into the spiritual life: Christian Action and Contemplation, offered in the late 
spring by Dale Lang, and a course on Julian of Norwich, led by Kay Veal and Rev. Judith Jenkins in the 
fall.
An Advent Retreat offered in December by Fr. Joe was well attended and confirmed our intention to offer 
more such retreats in the coming year. The first was a retreat on the Baptismal Covenant, offered this 
January by Pastor Kristin, and the next will be a Lenten retreat offered on March 5, 2016, by Rev. Carolyn 
Metzler. Keep watching your Noticias for further opportunities for growth and fellowship throughout the 
year.

Discernment Guild
The Discernment Guild is a group of St. Michael & All Angels members who practice spiritual discernment: 
listening for God’s voice. It seeks to provide ways to assist parishioners in prayerful listening: “The process 
of paying prayerful attention to one’s own life in order to be clearer about and more cooperative with God’s 
activity.” (Lois Lindbloom) The Guild offers periodic evening services of prayer, music and reflection in 
order to model the beauty of silence - a call to wisdom. The Guild facilitates, from time to time, groups that 
meet for a series of weekly gatherings, sometimes around a particular theme pertinent to the parish’s life. 
Group members are invited to share personal stories and learn from each other how God speaks to them.                                                       
At the direction of the clergy, two or three members of the Guild are available to meet with an individual 
seeking direction for ordination, lay vocation or church ministry. This team encourages, facilitates and par-
ticipates in listening for the Spirit’s guidance. Members of the Guild meet periodically to practice prayerful 
listening and to share reflections on what they hear the Spirit saying. They also share their discernment of 
ways to foster this practice in the parish. Last year, the Guild’s annual weekend retreat was open to any-
one interested in learning more about the process of discernment. The Guild will continue to explore how 
to make these avenues of prayerful listening more available to the members of St. Michael’s. Members are 
continually awed and grateful for the clear guidance of the Spirit.

Newcomers: Exploring the Episcopal Faith
The newcomers ministry again offered two sessions in 2015 – one in the spring and one in the fall. On May 
3, Bishop Lamb was here for confirmation and reception of 22 new members. The fall class ended in No-
vember, and the service welcoming 7 participants from that class was January 10, 2016, with Bishop David 
Bailey.
After nearly 10 years, Sarah Hooper and Daniel Borrego are stepping down as co-leaders of this amazing 
ministry. New leaders are ready to step up, and we plan a new class to begin in March. Current members 
as well as newcomers to St. Michael’s are always welcome to join us to explore the history of our church 
and how we live out our faith in this particular time and place.

Yoga Ministry
The Wednesday morning Yoga group is in at least its 6 year - we have lost track of when we started. We 
have all learned so much and have expanded our ability to be more present in body, mind, and spirit. 
We can do asanas we could not do before.  We are stronger and more flexible. We have increased self 
confidence and awareness. 
We meet in the parish hall on Wednesday mornings at 7am for one hour.  Yoga is led by Kathryn 
Ravenwood.  Contact her with any questions. 

Commission &
Ministry Reports
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St. Michael's Library
In 2015, we added 206 books to the collection. St. Michael’s budget paid $518.83 for the
purchase of newly published books and cataloging supplies. An anonymous donor donated the
funds to purchase three sets of stand-alone shelving to hold the growing Library collection. Two
of the sets of shelving have been delivered and are presently filled with religious-based fiction
and historical Bibles. We are looking forward to delivery of the third set of shelves.
We have reduced our backlog of uncatalogued books to about 100. We look forward to updating the 
theological resources for our students and fledgling clergy and expanding our spiritual books for lay 
parishioners. This may take more guidance by the clergy and additional funding by St. Michael’s.
The Library has been traditionally funded by a $600.00 annual allotment.
Due to our generous shelving donor, we spent less than less than the budgetary amount this year
and partially resolved our shelving problem. However, we will need the traditional budgetary
amount for the future so that we can purchase new books.

Dinners for Eight
Dinners for Eight is a ministry unlike most at St. Michaels and All Angels, where the main purpose is to 
bring fellow parishioners together in a purely social environment so people can share a dinner and get 
to know one another better.  They are held in peoples homes where one prepares the main dish, another 
brings a salad, appetizers, wine and dessert and clearly falls into St. Michaels mission as a place for all.
Dinner for Eight has been growing in popularity for the past ten years and would like to add at least one 
group of eight per year as has been the recent trend.  As nice as it is to have people join year after year 
our dream would be to get more and more new people to experience the Dinner for Eight program.  One 
of the best parts about this ministry is the only support we would need from the Parish is talking it up to the 
congregation as our budget to sustain this ministry now and in the future is absolutely nothing.
Sign up for next seasons Dinner for Eight will start up this summer.
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Pastoral Care Commission
The PCC is an umbrella organization for various pastoral care ministries.  These ministries focus on the 
emotional and spiritual care of one another.  We provide the members of the parish with pastoral care in 
partnership with and under the supervision of the clergy.  The commission includes Eucharistic Visitors, Caring 
for Caregivers Support Group, Meals in Crisis, Knitting Group, Bereavement Support Group, Intercessory 
Prayer Guild, Spiritual Directors, and Divorce Care. 

Eucharistic Visitors
The purpose of this ministry is to bring the Eucharist to those who through illness, infirmity or other misfortune 
are unable to attend church on Sunday.
The overriding goal of the EV ministry is to ensure that Eucharistic Visits are available every week to all who 
need them.
A secondary goal is to contribute to the Pastoral Care ministry of St. Michael’s by sharing information about the 
pastoral care needs of parishioners. Does each person needing a Eucharistic Visit receive one each week?  If 
that is so, and in the vast majority of cases during the past year that has been so, then the EV ministry can be 
regarded as successful.
Since the number of Eucharistic Visits necessarily depends on the number of people needing a visit, and since 
there is no way of controlling or anticipating the fluctuations in that number, it would not be sensible to think in 
terms of expansion, except when referring to the number of Eucharistic Visitors.  Here we have indeed been 
fortunate in recruiting what looks like a large team of Visitors.  But a considerably larger team is needed. 
In a typical four-week month when six parishioners need visits, 24 visits have to be made.  Since it would not 
be reasonable to expect EVs to make more than one or (at most) two visits a month, and since some months 
contain five Sundays, our current team of 16 EV units (including several spousal pairs) is clearly inadequate.
The spiritual, pastoral and social value of this important ministry is beyond doubt.  For us to respond 
adequately to the needs of parishioners it is essential that St Michael’s should recruit and maintain a 
significantly larger team of EVs than we have at the moment.  With full backing from Clergy and Vestry, this 
must be our aim for 2016.        
Please contact one of our clergy if you need to schedule a Eucharistic visit. 

Bereavement Support Group
The Bereavement Support Group was formed in October 2013 and invites anyone suffering a recent or 
previous loss.  Members support and care for each other in a safe place, holding all in confidence, while 
nurturing the healing process. Grief is a natural reaction to personal loss; a world being shattered.  In this 
daunting journey there is no way to detour around the pain, only to work through it.  We don’t tell each other 
how to grieve or find a way to make sense of the losses, we simply accompany each other on this spiritual 
path.  By honoring the pain, we explore a deeper connection with the Divine.  The group meets the first and 
third Sunday of the month at 10:15 in the Library.  Members vary from 4 to 12 at each meeting.   During 2015 
we said goodbye to several companions as they moved into peaceful healing and felt their spirits renewed. 
Support required is a dedicated room for the group to meet.   A vision for the future is a series of 8-10 classes 
offered to parishioners suffering from a loss.  The sessions would provide an awareness around the various 
stages of grief and provide tools to apply in their individual situations.  Please contact Kay Veal at 899-0299 
with any questions.

Caring for Caregivers Support Group
Caring for Caregivers gathers monthly to provide a trust-based community to share the journey of care-
giving.  By sharing our stories, participants minister to one another through listening hearts that understand the 
challenges and blessings.  Compassion and understanding from fellow sojourners is the unique grace of this 
group.  Humor, prayer, and learning from one another often provides nourishment.  Meetings are held the 4th 
Thursday of the month as announced and all are welcome.  Please contact Denise Clauss at 697-7294 if you 
have any questions.

Lay Pastoral Care
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Meals in Crisis
The purpose of the Meals in Crisis ministry is to assist parishioners of St. Michaels with a home-cooked 
meal when they are experiencing an emergency or crisis of some kind. We maintain a list of volunteer 
cooks who will provide meals. This ministry is part of Pastoral Care at St. Michael's. We know the 
ministry is doing well when we can field all requests for help with meals. At present, there are no plans 
to expand this ministry. This ministry is self-sustaining with volunteer leadership and labor. We served 
four different parish families during 2015.  If you need assistance from this ministry, please contact 
one of our clergy. 

Intercessory Prayer Guild
Prayer is the heart of any spiritual practice and community. As we pray to God to intercede on our 
behalf, we reach out to a higher power with our faith. Prayer helps us to remember that we are not 
alone, that God is with us, and even if we do not understand situations that come upon us or our loved 
ones, by reaching out to God we feel less alone, less fearful, and more hopeful.  We are more in touch 
with the power of gratitude and thankfulness for ourselves and our loved ones.
The IPG Prayer Angels offer prayers on behalf of parishioners, as well as family and friends of 
parishioners, who are in need due to illness, family or personal crisis, emergencies, or for support on 
their life journey.  Our list and prayers are confidential as not everyone wants to share their situation or 
need publicly.
Kathryn Ravenwood is the ministry leader. Most of the calls and requests come in to her in the parish 
office. She maintains the list and emails out prayers and updates to the 77 Prayer Angels on an email 
list as well as notifying the clergy.  Nine other Prayer Angels, who cannot access email, are sent a 
monthly printed update via the mail. The clergy meets twice a month to review the list and be sure 
people are being remembered. We also have an auxiliary group who calls people to check up on 
them. Libby Noack heads this part of the ministry.
If you would like to be a part of this ministry, please contact Kathryn Ravenwood in the parish office. 
There are no meetings or obligations other than to offer your prayers on behalf of others. The blessings 
are rich.

Intercessory Prayer Calls
This ministry’s purpose is to reach out to all of the parishioners we are praying for or who we are 
praying for their family or friends.  This is to let people know that we care and that we are continuing 
to pray for them, to find out how they are doing, and see if they want us to continue to pray for them or 
move the person to the thanksgiving list.  
This also allows Kathryn to update the IPG list so that this list for the prayer angels is current.
This ministry fits in with the overall mission of SMAA by reaching out to people in our community in a 
way that fosters connection and is compassion and kindness in action.
The main way that we measure the success of this ministry is by the feedback that the callers get from 
the parishioners that we call.  Since the beginning of this ministry we have had only 2 people say that 
they would prefer that we do not continue to contact them.
The resource that we need is a consistent group of at least 8 people to make the calls.  There are no 
financial resources needed.  We currently have 8 people calling who make the calls about every 6 
weeks. 

Knitting Group
The knitting group started with 6 members many, many years ago.  In their first two years the group 
met twice a month at SMAA to make prayer shawls for parish members suffering through illness or 
a loss.  Pat Burke has been the organizer of this group and has made too many shawls to count.  
Many parishioners have been comforted with these generous gifts.  During 2015, only two members 
provided all the shawls.  In the next year, she would like to invite those interested in crocheting 
or knitting to gather again.  You don’t need to know how to knit, lessons will be given, gifts made 
available and lots of laughs will be heard while offering this generous gift.  Please watch the Noticias 
for the upcoming announcement. 
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The mission of AAEDS is to help children develop faith based knowledge of God’s love, awareness 
of the wonder of God’s creation, respect for all persons, and understanding of various beliefs.  
AAEDS provides high quality, developmentally appropriate education for young children of the 
community, by addressing their spiritual, emotional, social, physical and cognitive needs.
The goal of AAEDS is to:
Help children grow in the knowledge of God’s love and in the awareness of the beauty and 
goodness of creation.
To promote a respectful and bias-free environment that encourages children’s recognition of their 
own and others’ value as individuals.
To provide children opportunities to enhance their social skills through positive interactions with 
others.
To encourage children to develop and build on skills through a wide variety of learning experiences.
AAEDS is continuing to work on upgrading our environment.  We finished a remodel of the interior of 
the school and are now shifting our focus to a playground remodel.  Our dream for the playground is 
to create an environment that extends the learning outdoors.  We would like to create outdoor music, 
art and science opportunities for the children.  We plan also on having a school garden.
AAEDS is doing well financially.  We are currently full and have a wait list for one of our classrooms.  
The parish has been extremely supportive of our fundraising efforts.  The Silent Auction continues to 
be our largest fund-raiser and it enables us to fund our larger projects.
AAEDS continues to work towards being the best preschool in Albuquerque.

On the first Sunday of Advent, Live at Five adopted a new look and a new order of service.  Striving 
to maintain both the intimacy a small service affords and the focus on the table and the cross that 
is central to our identity as Christians, we began placing chairs around the altar and following 
worship not from a screen but from a seasonal worship booklet.  We shortened the service just a 
bit—one reading plus the Gospel—and kept the creed we have adopted from the New Zealand 
Book of Common Prayer.  Preachers now preach from the front of the altar thus underscoring the link 
from scripture to table.  The people are gathered close around the table.  And yet we maintain our 
commitment to our twin heritages—Anglican and Hispanic New Mexican.  
We continue to live a life of discipleship within community.  We are committed, as a worshiping 
community, to serving at St. Martin’s several Sundays each year.  We celebrate one another’s 
birthdays and mark the vows we have made—both our baptismal vows and the vows we have 
made to our life partners.  On the second Sunday of every month, we celebrate birthdays and 
anniversaries with cake in the foyer (aka “Narthex”) and on the last Sunday of every month, we share 
a potluck supper in the Parish Hall.
One of the gifts the Live at Five worshiping community brings the congregation of St. Michael’s is the 
gift of fiesta—the fiestas that spring from our Hispanic heritage.  In 2015, we celebrated the Feast 
of San Isidro at the acequia that borders St. Michael’s, Dia de los Muertos at The Marigold Parade 
in the South Valley, the Feast of Guadalupe at 9:00 am (an early hour for many of us!) and again at 
5:00 pm, and Las Posadas. 
We are served regularly by three priests:  The Rev. Joe Britton, The Rev. Susan Allison-Hatch and 
The Rev. Randy Lutz.  We are also served by many lay servants at worship.  Indeed, almost every 
member of our small worshiping community serves or has served at worship.  Ours is truly worship 
led and sustained by the people of God. 

All Angels
Episcopal Day School

Live at Five
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Youth Group
The youth group enjoyed opportunities for growth and fellowship with the deanery and diocese this 
year. The city-wide Episcopal youth group continues to meet monthly, with activities such as going to 
a movie, hiking, Jump into Fall at a trampoline park, and putting together Christmas boxes for families 
at the border. We also participated in two annual diocesan events – Snow Slam tubing weekend in 
January and Stoney Slam camp day in the fall.
Camp Stoney had a great season in 2015, with the NW Deanery leading the first week of camp in 
June. Many volunteers from St. Michael’s spent all or part of the week at camp to make it a great time 
for our kids. At least a dozen youth and children from St. Michael’s participate in camp throughout the 
summer. We are all looking forward to another great camping season in 2016. If you or your young 
person would like to go to Stoney as a camper or volunteer this summer, please talk to Pastor Kristin.

Children
Children’s Chapel meets during the 9:00 service on Sundays; children age 3-9 gather in the chapel 
room starting at 8:50 and come to join their families in the church for Eucharist. Our children’s 
musician, Nicole Larsen, left in May to attend graduate school. Despite numerous efforts we were 
unable to replace Nicole in 2015; however, Patty Stephens is beginning as our new Children’s Music 
Leader twice a month  in January 2016. During the fall, we offered chapel at both the 9:00 and 11:15 
services, but found that it was too difficult to get volunteers at 11:15, and attendance was variable, 
with 0-4 kids week to week, so we decided to end 11:15 chapel at the end of the year.
A highlight in 2015 was our second annual Christmas Pageant on Christmas Eve. We also had two 
very successful family ministry events in the fall – a trip to the Maize Maze and cookout in October, 
and a holiday party in December. A number of families with young children are interested in regular 
events to build and maintain relationships.
Nursery care is available for children up to age four during the 9:00 and 11:15 services and during the 
10:15 education hour. Longtime nursery worker Becca Silva quit working at the nursery in the fall when 
she began teaching at All Angels Day School. Noelle Nielson joined  Savannah Esquibel in the nursery 
on Sundays; both work in the afternoons at All Angels, and we are blessed to have such excellent 
caregivers each Sunday morning.

Godly Play
Godly Play is a Montessori- based story-telling style of worship. We help children explore the mystery 
of God’s presence through religious language, using parables, sacred stories, liturgical action, art, 
prayer, and silence. A description from Godlyplay.org: “The goal of Godly Play is to show how to be 
open to the Holy Spirit, The Creator, and the Redeemer all at once and all the time in every place. To 
achieve this goal is to help children become deeply rooted as Christians and yet at the same time use 
this powerful language and community to be open and creative.”
We believe this ministry fits well in the overall mission of St. Michael’s, because it recognizes that 
children—even very young children—are on a spiritual journey, and we welcome them!  To measure 
our success I don’t believe we should count the number of children participating, but rather notice 
whether their journey continues.  We would love to have more children, and to expand to two classes, 
one for older elementary children, and one for the younger members.  We have all the materials we 
need to do that, so it would not be a financial challenge, but we would need an expanded group of 
volunteers to embark on that journey.   

Youth & Family
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Casa San Miguel Food Pantry
In part, the mission statement for St. Michael and All Angels Church calls for the members to “…be 
transformed by the love of God in our midst and sent out to serve others.”  Additionally, 1 John says: 
“How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need 
and yet refuses to help?  Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action.”  In 
response, the food pantry exists to reach out to serve our neighbors who are in need of assistance.
 
In 2015, the Food Pantry provided the following service:
·     Served 2,893 individuals and families,
·     Provided 3,677 standard grocery bags plus produce and bread, and meat when available, and
·     Provided ten emergency food boxes each month to Heading Home.

In addition to distributing food to families, we also accomplished these needed projects:
·     Collected school supplies for food pantry children in July and August, and
·     Collected Christmas Toys for food pantry children in November and December.
·     Completed emergency plumbing repairs.
·     Completed needed electrical refurbishments.
 
All of this was made possible by the contribution of well over 4,214 hours of labor by the dedicated 
Food Pantry volunteers and by the loving support of the members of St. Michael and All Angels.
 
The success of this ministry is reflected in the continued support by our church, the diocese, and the 
fact that so many people continue to rely on our service.
 
In 2015 we received these funds:
 
From the church: $  18,716.91
Grants from the Northwest Deanery Poverty and Outreach Board: 3,000.00
Burrito Breakfast Fundraiser: 1,855.00
Total: $23,571.91

In 2015, the pantry spent $18,565.26 to purchase food for distribution.  We also spent nearly $5,000 
to perform some emergency plumbing work and to complete electrical refurbishments.  Anyone who 
owns an older home (and the oldest part of the pantry is over 100 years old) can appreciate that 
sometimes you have to make repairs.  We also spent money on miscellaneous maintenance and fund-
raiser expenses.
We want to acknowledge that out of the funds we received in 2015, all but $3,000 came, one way 
or another, from the parish.  This equates to 92% of Casa San Miguel’s funds coming from the St. 
Michael and All Angels congregation, and we are incredibly grateful for all the support you have given 
us and we are so pleased to be able to represent this splendid congregation to our neighbors.
We would also like to point out that, of the $23,571.91 we received in 2015, we spent $18,565.25 on 
food, so, about 79% of our income was spent on food to distribute, and that is as it should be.  We 
exist to provide food to the needy, not rebuild old homes. We hope that our projects are behind us and 
we can look forward to 2016 as a year where we simply get food and give it out.

Outreach & Social Justice
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DISMAS House
DISMAS is transitional half way compound located on the 700 block of Candelaria NW. DISMAS is 
a 90 day program that provides support services to former inmates as they re-enter society. SMAA 
offers support by providing the evening meal to about 15 to 18 residents and caseworkers on the 
second Monday of each month. Approximately 8 volunteers from SMAA and San Gabriel provide 
great food, warm conversation and encouragement to the residents and staff during our shared meal. 
Volunteers also donate men’s clothing and other household items.
The residents and staff are extremely grateful for nourishment of both body and soul. SMAA and San 
Gabriel volunteers receive immediate recognition and thanks from DISMAS residents and staff. Our 
success is also measured by the success of each DISMAS resident in their re-entry into society, by 
finding housing and employment, furthering their education and job skills.
Our vision is to continue to provide meals to DISMAS House. SMAA and San Gabriel are some of the 
few area churches that provide monthly meals to DISMAS, our ministry could expand to provide meals 
more than once a month with additional volunteers.
The financial resources for this ministry are born totally by the dedicated volunteers.  Additional 
volunteers and donation of men’s clothing is most appreciated. Any efforts and assistance to recruit 
more volunteers is our greatest need.

Community Connections
The purpose of the ministry of Community Connections is to connect the parish and parishioners of St. 
Michael’s to the needs and services of the surrounding community.
Our goals are:  to form alliances between St. Michael’s and those in need in the community that 
surrounds us and to assist parishioners in need of services available in the community. We serve the 
goals of this parish by helping to open the hearts, minds and hands of parishioners to the needs of our 
local community
Presently we have two primary purposes; To support two local schools by providing needed clothing, 
summer reading materials and tutors, and to provide information on local services to food pantry 
patrons and parishioners.
We evaluate the services provided by enumerating services provided.  The services provided are 
those which are requested by the local schools and by food pantry patrons. 
Tuesday mornings:  We keep records of services provided on Tuesdays to the food pantry patrons, 
and in 2015 served 384 persons with information on community resources.
Schools:  We provided 754 pieces of clothing  for the schools’ personal clothing closet, and over 1000 
books for summer reading at home.  In addition, we enlisted 4 tutors for La Luz Elementary.  It is worth 
noting that at least 3 people in the community not related to St. Michael’s contributed to our clothing 
drive last fall.
Our dream for the growth and expansion of this ministry is that St. Michael’s will eventually become 
a neighborhood community center, providing assistance with services needed by our neighbors: 
referrals to community services, recreation, conversation and support groups.  To do this, we must 
connect with other ministries within the church to staff the center, secure use of the parish hall on 
week days.  To do this, in the next 2 years we will develop relationships with counselors and social 
workers in the parish, first to facilitate support groups on Tuesday mornings in the Galleria.  We will 
eventually need the assistance of parishioners to host ”coffee hours” in the parish hall from 8:30 to 
11:30 five days a week.  The church will need to provide coffee, board and card games.
To support our schools, our dream is to engage other churches in the North Valley to support schools 
as well, and to do this we will need the assistance of clergy.  In the next 2 years we will increase the 
numbers of tutors, find “weekly readers” for summer break, reawaken the knitting ministry, and collect 
vouchers for shoes  this fall at the request of our schools. 
The current financial needs are twofold: we rely on parishioners for financial support of clothing for the 
schools, and we need parish financial support for Xeroxing materials for Tuesday mornings.
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United Thank Offering
The United Thank Offering (UTO) is a long term ministry of the Episcopal Church with its true beginning 
in 1871.  The purpose was, and is, to raise funds for the Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of 
the Episcopal Church and to support that mission both far and near. 
St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church supports that ministry by holding two annual United 
Thank Offering In-gatherings each year.  This involves the ministry coordinators in distributing the UTO 
“little blue boxes”, encouraging congregation participation through a daily devotion of recognizing our 
many blessings, and dropping coins into the box as tokens of thanks for these blessings.  We also 
collect the boxes after each in-gathering, then we count the contributions (mostly coins) deposit them 
and receive a single cashier’s check and turn it over to the Parish Business Administrator.  Finally, 
each year our total contributions are delivered to the Diocese at the annual Diocesan Convention.  
Over the last three years this ministry at St. Michael and All angels has delivered $3,099 to the national 
Episcopal Church’s United Thank Offering campaign.
Our goal is to facilitate the congregation’s participation in this ministry and to encourage the daily 
devotion.  All participation is strictly voluntary and is completely anonymous, except in the case of 
personal checks received.   There is no vision of growth or expansion and our five year dream is to 
continue supporting United Thank Offering in this manner.  The only support we require from the Parish 
is a small secure storage space for a short period of time, an accounting for the contributions received 
and preparation of a check to be turned over to the Diocese.  We currently have six members of the 
congregation performing this ministry and we require no financial resources from the church. 

Bread for the World
Bread for the World is a nationwide Christian movement that seeks justice for the world's hungry 
people. We write and call members of the United States Congress to lobby for legislation that 
addresses hunger issues. At St. Michael and All Angels, we hold an annual “Offering of Letters” 
in which individuals write letters to their representatives in Congress. We will hold our Offering of 
Letters in late spring as a part of the efforts of the interfaith community in Albuquerque. In 2015, we 
gathered 230 letters in support of child nutrition programs. This year, we will address legislation with 
an international focus, and we hope to host a speaker about medical aid in Kenya. We look forward to 
participating along with other social justice efforts at St. Michael and All Angels. Please contact Terese 
Bridges at trbridges@mac.com to find out more information.

Albuquerque Interfaith
As a member of Albuquerque Interfaith (AI), St. Michael’s joins with other congregations, schools, 
unions, and non-profits to participate in the debate on social justice issues important to our community.  
St. Michael's has expressed a strong commitment to building ties and working with our neighbors, and 
AI provides the forum for advocacy to make those connections meaningful. AI is a non-partisan, multi-
issue organization that trains and organizes across religious and economic lines to work directly with 
policy makers in our community, including the New Mexico Legislature, where key funding decisions 
are made that have long-standing impacts on our children and our families and those of our neighbors.

Ministry at St. Martin's Hospitality Center
Breakfast at St. Martin’s ministry continues to provide hot home-cooked meals to those without homes. 
We provide food on the second Sunday of the even numbered months (February, April, June, August, 
October & December). Your generous donations have provided for a warm and welcoming ministry to 
those in great need. Serving in this ministry is simple – just provide some food or show up on Sunday 
morning to help cook and plate the dishes. We welcome all to serve and the gratitude is overwhelming. 
Please stop by the St. Martin’s sign up table on the Sunday before our breakfast service. We want 
to tell you more about how the City of Albuquerque and many local congregations, in addition to St. 
Michael’s, have built an effective system for taking care of the neediest in our community.
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11:15 Choir
The 11:15 Choir sings a variety of music throughout the liturgical season, enhancing the particular 
character of each liturgical season, as well as highlighting feast days, which include Christmas, 
Passion Week through Easter Sunday, The Feast of Michaelmas, Pentecost, and All Saints' Day. We 
hope that the music we select and sing deepens the worship experience for choir members, as well as 
for the congregation as a whole, providing a meaningful worship experience for all. We are blessed to 
premiere works by our own resident composer David McGuire on a frequent basis. Membership in the 
choir also provides many opportunities for sharing our god-given musical talents and gifts, as well as 
for fellowship within the choir and the larger church community. We are truly blessed to have support 
from the clergy as well as the congregation to be able to continue to do the work we do in bringing 
music to Sunday worship services. Any continued support, including financial support to grow our 
music library and bring in occasional guest musicians is welcomed and greatly appreciated. We 
also welcome any potential interested choir members to join us. The 11:15 Choir currently rehearses 
from 7-8 pm on Wednesday evenings, and we meet at 10:30 on Sunday mornings to prepare for our 
morning services. Please contact Darby Fegan at dfegan@sandiaprep.org for more information.

Loose @ 9
We sing as a corporate expression of our faith and as a way to enter into being a worshipful 
community. The mission of  Loose@9 is to facilitate the sung prayer and worshipful expression of the 
congregation Sunday mornings at 9:00.  Our ensemble includes a dedicated cadre of voices (our 
primary instrument) supported by additional instruments that are plucked, picked, bowed, shaken, 
blown or tapped.  We are an excellent and exuberant singing congregation which makes our job at 
9:00 a real pleasure.
Our sound is a mix of Traditional, Folk & Celtic flavors.  Participation in Loose@9 reflects a call to 
ministry and commitment to 3-4 hours a week, with the Thursday evening rehearsal, some individual 
preparation and the Sunday morning service. You don’t have to be able to read music, but you do 
have to be able to listen carefully to others and become part of the blend.  It  is a joyful opportunity to 
work and play together. Talk to one of us if you’re interested.

Contemplative Prayer
The Contemplative Prayer Group meets on Monday evenings from 7:00 – 8:00 pm in the Sanctuary. 
The Contemplative Group at St. Michael’s is a community of practice. It has a long and rich history 
with multiple manifestations. Our gatherings, though simple, remain steadfast in our commitment to 
providing opportunities for silent prayer within community. There are many names for what we do 
together; depending on your tradition, it may be called meditation, contemplative prayer or centering 
prayer. Our intent is to open our hearts to God, generally through a letting go of thoughts and 
distractions. As we are able to empty our minds of habitual thoughts we return to simple prayer of 
loving attention towards God. Many of us practice this sort of prayer on our own, but we all agree that 
there is something special, powerful and valuable in sharing the experience. Our evenings begin with 
a reading on the forthcoming week’s Gospel, after which participants can either sit in silence or share 
reflections. We talk from our personal experiences rather than discuss ideas in an academic way and 
always allow space between reflections. We then do a meditative walk, followed by a 20-minute silent 
sit, and finally close with Compline. On any given Monday evening there are generally between 6 and 
12 participants. All are welcome. We encourage you to join us or to make inquiries about our practice 
and our group. Please call Barbara Fries at 255-7507 for more information. 

Worship
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Eucharistic Bread Ministry
This year our ministry continued to carry out the decades old tradition of providing home baked 
Eucharist bread for the services at St. Michael’s and All Angels.  We provide at least 5 loaves 
weekly, more for Holidays, weddings, memorials and funerals.  The annual total of loaves is in the 
neighborhood of 300.
Our bakers meet once a month for three to four hours to bake, package and freeze the loaves. We 
receive no funding from St. Michael’s annual operating budget, so the bakers provide all of the 
needed ingredients and supplies. We rotate the delivery responsibilities and the loaves are delivered 
to St. Michael’s weekly.
The ministry members are John Olsen, Lee Liming and me. We are honored and happy to continue 
this long tradition for our parish. 

Liturgical Arts Guild
The goal of the Liturgical Arts Guild is to enhance worship by Creating an environment that stimulates 
tile visual senses and provokes contemplation. The Liturgical Arts Guild provides an environment in 
which spiritual growth through prayer and worship can occur. For those participating in the guild, it 
provides opportunities for fellowship; the study of scripture, the church year, and the meaning of major 
feast days and seasons; and their expression in non-verbal means.
The primary purpose is to enhance worship; the secondary purpose is to encourage and support 
creative expressions of tile messages of our faith.
The success of the Liturgical Arts Guild is usually measured in anecdotal comments from members of 
the congregation, clergy and others about how the fabric hangings, Hewers, etc. have affected them 
during their time in the church, whether or not that is during a service.
We want to expand the liturgical arts portion of the guild to consist of about 5·6 persons who form 
the "'creative" core (those who develop the concepts and creative expression of a particular season 
or feast day) and an additional 5·6 persons who form the "'mechanics/construction" core (those 
who figure out how to display items, sew, construct, etc.). We also want to continue and expand 
participation on the eves of feast days when we put in place the adornments. We will continue to 
enhance our stock of elements (fabric hangings, etc.) that can be combined and re-combined in a 
variety of ways so that we do not always create something new for each major feast.
For the flower portion of the guild, we want to expand our membership slightly so that each 
flower arranger can have a partner if desired; we can have 1-2 persons who do the support work 
{dismantling the flower arrangements each week, cleaning containers, etc.); and 1-2 persons who 
can act as substitutes or supplemental help as needed. Expansion will occur primarily through 
person-to-person contact although advertising for participants will also occur. One of the challenges 
is overcoming an individual's perception that they are not "'creative"'; everyone has talents and is 
creative in some form. Our task will be to identify how to best utilize those talents. In the next 5 years I 
will be evaluating the extent of my participation. New leadership should be developed and installed.
We are well supported by the Parish. The liturgical arts portion has a budgeted amount that is 
adequate to purchase the supplies and materials we utilize. Over the years we have built up a stock of 
fabric hangings, ribbons, and other decorative materials that we can utilize over and over in different 
ways. The flower portion is supported by donations from parishioners, which cover lhe cost of flowers 
and supplies. We have adequate storage space for our supplies, materials and stock (portions of the 
liturgical storage room, store room at Casa San Miguel and the Morgan shed on the playground) and 
can schedule the use of the parish hall or the Galeria when we need space for assembling projects. 
The only major expense that might occur in the next 5 years is a replacement of the refrigerator we 
use to store flowers. It works fine now but was donated as a used appliance about 8·10 years ago.
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Icon & Pysanky Guild
The purpose and mission of the ministry is to provide a regular (monthly) opportunity to gather 
collegially to work on art expression that has a spiritual/religious component. 
The studio provides an opportunity for spiritual growth through fellowship and study.
The studio is an outgrowth of the series of classes in iconography begun about 12 years ago at 
St. Michael’s. While the classes have moved to another parish, those who have continued in their 
iconography gather regularly to work on icons and to share advice  and information. About 5 years 
ago, after some classes in pysanky were offered to St. Michael’s, we recognized that those decorate 
eggs would benefit from a regular opportunity to practice and improve their skills.
Attendance at the studio is the major measure of success. While it does fluctuate some depending 
upon attendees’ schedules, we have averaged about 4 persons working on icons and about 6. Those 
who practice iconography must have taken sufficient classes and have their own materials so that 
they are primarily working on their own with some guidance and advice from their colleagues. In the 
pysanky portion of the studio, those who have never decorated eggs can take classes in the studio 
while those who are more advanced work on their own.
We would like to expand the studio to include persons working in other media (drawing, watercolor, 
etc.) who would like the opportunity to work regularly in a collegial setting. Creating art has a strong 
spiritual component that can be enhanced in a community setting.
Local classes in iconography (primarily at St. Mark’s and an annual class held in Santa Fe each 
summer) are notified of  the studio schedule.
The studio is self-supporting. We don’t charge fees but all involved support our efforts by sharing 
supplies and snacks. The Parish supports us by providing the parish hall space for us monthly. 

Altar Guild
Altar Guild, while a very quiet ministry, is one of the most important ministries in any Episcopal parish. 
We set up for and clean up after all services including weddings and funerals. We see to supplying 
wine and candles and provide support for visiting clergy. Twice a year — before Christmas and Easter 
— we clean and polish the silver and all the woodwork in the church. As always, we need more help. 
We offer training and will happily answer any questions.
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Vestry Candidates
Ann Donohue
Upon moving to Albuquerque, neighbors recommended
that we visit St. Michael's after I enthusiastically described 
my previous Episcopal parish.  At that first service, Steve and 
I found the warmth and openness that continue to inspire 
us.  Then an interesting coincidence occurred.  While at St. 
Philip's in Tucson I had the privilege of serving on the Vestry 
during a transition that in many ways mirrors St. Michael's:  a 
Rector with over 20 years' service announced his retirement, 
the search took about two years, a new Rector was called, 
and the rest of the transition began. That Vestry faced chal-
lenges and, more importantly, new opportunities.  St. Mi-
chael's faces some of the same challenges in pursuing our 
faith journey together, in offering a faith sanctuary to others, 
and in strengthening our commitment to connections with the 
broader community. 
Before retirement, jobs in program coordination taught me 
about the opportunities that groups have in decision making, 
planning, budgeting and community outreach.  Now, I enjoy 
participating in the more direct human connections of our min-
istries: from Eucharist visits to some who cannot join us in per-
son, to the outreach efforts that connect us to our neighbors.  I 
would be honored to serve on the Vestry of St. Michael's.

David McGuire
Music and the church have been intrinsic to my life since the
beginning - singing in choirs, conducting, soloing. I've been mak-
ing music in worship at St Michael's since 1988, when we moved 
to New Mexico.  This is a community of faith that has nurtured and 
challenged my faith, supported my thinking and fostered spiritual 
understanding and growth.
Over the years, the sense of community has deepened as we 
attended different services at different times, and watched this 
parish grow. I also worked with or supported my wife Jane in 
parish work such as Sunday school, Stewardship, Vestry, the New 
Building feasibility and campaign, the Friday-evening concert 
series, Rite13 and J2A, and the Rector Search Committee.
Outside the church, I have served on non-profit boards and 
worked in technical, managerial and leadership positions in 
private industry and higher education. Now, as a recently retired 
IT professional, with our three kids grown and launched, I have 
time to contribute to the parish in a new capacity consistent with 
my long-term commitment. If elected, I'd be pleased and honored 
to serve on Vestry and support the good work done in our many 
ministries.
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Dale Lange
St. Michael's became a central aspect of my life in Summer 
of 2012 when I joined the 11:15 choir.  My former church was 
First United Methodist Church, Methodism being related to 
the Anglican tradition.  Subsequently, I joined a Newcomers 
Class and was confirmed 09 December 2012.  My wife, Estella, 
was in the same Newcomers Class.  She is currently exploring 
membership at St. Michael's.  We are on the same spiritual 
journey to become conscious of the great mysteries of how 
God and the Trinity dwell in all our lives, making them Holy.  It 
is a privilege to be in the St. Michael's community with such a 
diversity of people who seem to be traveling the same path.  
I am in retirement from a midwest university, where I served 
40 years at various academic levels, including an administra-
tive position as academic associate dean.  At St. Michael's, I 
serve as lector in the 11:15 service.  And, I have also taught 
a course on contemplation. Courses that I have taken at St. 
Michael's are "Animate Faith" (Kristen Schultz) and "Julian of 
Norwich" (Judith Jenkins, Kay Veal). I will also participate in 
the 12/12/2015 Retreat with Fr. Joe.  During 2013-2015, I was 
a member of the Center for Action and Contemplation Living 
School, Fr. Richard Rohr, Dean.  Finally, I have been searching 
for ways to give back to St. Michael's for all of the gifts that I 
have been given - the opportunity to teach a course, the op-
portunity to take courses from Kristen, and the one on Julian of 
Norwich, the many wonderful and carefully created sermons I 
have heard and the wisdom contained therein, the cooperation 
that I have had from the pastorate on many, many issues - and 
much more. I feel it important to return as much as I can to the 
wonderful source from which I have received much - from God 
and his wonderful servants at St. Michael's. 

Rhoda Parker
My husband, Dave and I joined St Michael's community in 
December of 2011. We had been members of another faith 
community in Albuquerque, but upon attending both the worship 
services and the new  member's class in the fall of 2011 it be-
came clear we wanted this to be our spiritual home. Both of us 
are active in the parish; I enjoy working with Community Connec-
tions, Eucharistic Visitors and the Discernment Guild.  We have 
also enjoyed getting to know more people through the dinner 
for 8 groups. Having served as a church administrator in a large 
church in San Diego, CA, I understand the importance of lay 
people serving in the day to day operations of the parish, and if 
elected would be honored to serve a 3 year term on the Vestry.  
As a professional I obtained my Bachelor's degree in business 
and finance, and as well as serving in a church for 5 years, I 
spent my career as a Federal Contracting Officer until my retire-
ment in 2007.
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Rosanne DeFillipo
Ten years ago I stumbled into the Episcopal Church from 
the Roman Catholic tradition and I instantly felt at home. I 
moved to New Mexico a year and a half ago and it is now my 
home. Many of you may recognize me as the mother of the 
triplets; Abigail, Cecilia and Madeline. We all deeply love St. 
Michael's; my girls have become unofficial Alter Guild mem-
bers and are developing servant hearts, this loving family 
embraces and reinforces the values I am trying to instill in 
my children. I feel connected deeply to community through 
this amazing Parish. I have been serving at the altar and am 
also a reader. I have recently become involved in the New-
comer's Ministry. In community, I volunteer with my gentle 
giant, Sebastian the Great Dane. He is a reading dog at the 
Rio Rancho schools and we regularly do Pet Therapy at a 
local nursing home. I love hiking, the wilderness has become 
a venue where I intensely connect with the Divine. I see the 
Divine at work here at St. Michael's, in the community and in 
the amazing land we have entrusted to our care. I served as 
a Nurse in Iraq and worked in the field of trauma for many 
years. I see how our mission to love and serve our neighbors 
and the marginalized is critical. At my previous Parish I start-
ed a Parish Nurse Program and was on a Bishop's Commit-
tee on Veterans' Care. Here at St. Michael's I am proud to be 
part of such a loving, honest and open community.

Cathy Bailey
I am a lifetime Episcopalian and have worked in the Diocese of the 
Rio Grande since the 1980's. I currently am blessed to be a middle 
school science teacher and I act as a facilitator for developing pro-
grams for teacher skill development and curriculum analysis for The 
Bosque School. While serving as Rector's Warden for St. Michael's 
from 2012 to 2016, I was present at Deanery meetings as a repre-
sentative of St. Michael's.  I also helped lead and facilitated commu-
nity building at the Deanery Level. Also while serving on the vestry, I 
helped facilitate leadership development retreats for my parish and 
vestry. My Diocesan experiences include: 10 years as delegate to 
the NW West Deanery, facilitator to help inform the Diocesan profile 
in the Bishop Elect search, and in 2010 I facilitated "Walkabouts" 
meetings in Roswell, Albuquerque, and Santa Fe. I served on Dioc-
esan Council for six years, was a member of the Youth Task Force, 
and currently I am the Co-Chair of the Congregational Life and De-
velopment Team for the Diocese. At St. Michael's I have served on 
the vestry for two three year terms.  I was a J2A leader and currently 
I am a servant of worship at the 7:30 AM service. It would be by 
pleasure to represent this parish as a delegate.


