The Angclus

ST. MicHAEL & ALL ANGELS EriscorAL CHURCH

Now to God, who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly
far more than all we can ask or imagine, to God be glory in the church and in
Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen. - Ephesians 3:14-21

Dear Friends,

When the opportunity to serve on the ministry staff at St
Michael’s arose this fall, and everything fell into place in a few
weeks time, it felt to me like pure gift from God. I am thrilled
to be serving here as Director of Family Ministries, joining
a wonderful ministry team - both new and continuing staff,
ordained and lay.

My family had chosen to worship regularly at St. Michael’s
over the past year. My husband and I wanted to raise our sons
in a diverse and welcoming community that truly strives to live
the gospel message of inclusion and love. My sons enjoyed the
children’s ministries. Just being able to worship here with our
three energetic young boys and feel that they were truly welcome
to be their busy, sometimes noisey selves, was a gift for us.

Now I have the privilege of overseeing and, God willing,
expanding St. Michael's ministries with children, youth and
their families. Francesca MacDowell will be assisting me in this
role, and we are committed to supporting our current ministries
of Children’s Chapel, Godly Play, Seasons of the Spirit, and the
various youth classes that make up the Journey to Adulthood
program. We want to provide youth with opportunities for
meaningful service and community-building activities, including
travel experiences. We are preparing a second Godly Play room
for 2nd-4th graders, and hope to set aside dedicated space for
our youth to feel “at home” here at church. All of this was begun
long before T arrived, and wouldn’t be possible without a cadre of
committed and gifted volunteers at all levels. And we need more
help!

Another area I hope to grow is our support to parents and
families. I have found parenting to be more challenging than I
had ever imagined, and I think I am not the only parent who feels
that way. I look forward to finding ways to provide meaningful
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support for parents at all stages of their journey - in groups, classes,
family events, or whatever meets the needs of our community.

St. Michael’s is in the midst of significant change, as we say
goodbye to Father Christopher and a new clergy staff comes on board.
Times like this can bring grief and stress; but they are also moments of
great opportunity and promise. We know that St Michael’s has many
gifts and resources: beautiful and meaningful worship; a practice of
welcome; deep involvement in prayer and spiritual tradition; lovely
spaces, both new and old; and, mostly, amazing and gifted people of
all ages. Together, and with the power of God’s Spirit at work in us, I
believe we can indeed accomplish things we can only begin to imagine
as we strive to nurture all the generations of our community in the
Christian faith. May we always seek to follow where God leads and
share God’s love with all the people who come through our doors.

Grace and Peace, Rev. Kristin Schultz «

Welcome to New St. Michael’s Staﬁzi

St. Michael's is thrilled to welcome to our staff five new part-time staff
members. Together, their annual salaries and benefits will be slightly less
than our 2011 budget for the salary/benefit package of Associate Rector.

The Rev. Sue Joiner - a United Church of Christ pastor, Sue will
be doing non-sacramental clergy ministry with an emphasis in Adult
Formation and Community-Building. Sue will also be in a discernment
process towards hopeful ordination as an Episcopal priest.

The Rev. Kristin Schultz - a Lutheran pastor, Kristin will serve
sacramentally under the Episcopal-Lutheran Concordat. She will be our
Director of Family Ministries, with children and youth, and will also do
some general clergy ministry.

Francesca McDowell - long our lead Godly Play teacher, Francesca
will assist Kristin and the Family Ministry folk in a 1/5-time position.

Deacon Judith Jenkins — has been working for years as a volunteer,
and now is being paid. In addition to general clergy ministry, Judith is
looking after Outreach and Lay Pastoral Care ministries.

The Rev. Susan Allison-Hatch - is a volunteer priest, primarily
serving the 5pm Sunday community and their worship. She also helps
occasionally at other times with general clergy ministry. Together with
a lay team, she is developing a fresh start and new direction for that
community.



Reflections & |nvitations for Advent

It seems fitting that as I began work at St Michael’s this fall, we
immediately began planning for the season of Advent ~ the “new year”
on the church calendar. I love the season of Advent — the music, the
stories, the events that bring us together in the church.

I especially appreciate the way Advent calls us away from the
excesses of the culture’s celebration of Christmas, to something very
different. From the time Halloween decorations are put away (or even
before!), the culture of commerce is ramping up for the holidays. We
are encouraged to buy the perfect gift for everyone we know - stocking
stuffers for everyone in the household - decorations and food that will
make the season perfect. Our expectations for this “most wonderful
time of the year” can be high - family togetherness and beautiful things
surrounding us and lots of food and music and events to invoke the
“gpirit of Christmas.”

In contrast, Advent calls us to be still. To be quiet and listen. To
make space for what really matters: God coming into the world. It
makes all the difference. Instead of constructing perfect experiences of
Christmas, Advent invites us to see what is real, and love it as God does.
Instead of engaging in frantic consumerism, Advent invites us to engage
in real relationships with the people around us - the people God loves,
the people for whom God has come into the world.

I don’t mean that there is anything wrong with all the fun
Christmas traditions and events. Breakfast with Santa - lighting the
tree at the plaza - parties and baking and giving - all of these things
can be wonderful ways to celebrate the season. As long as they don’t
become the focus of the season. As long as they don’t become a burden.
The invitation of Advent is to take a close look at these Christmas
traditions and remove what is alienating us from God and our loved
ones, rather than bringing us closer

How do we engage in this Spirit of Advent? One way is by engaging
in the spiritual discipline of saying no. Saying no to those things which
burden us rather than nourish us. Saying no to the excesses which
surround us - excesses of spending and eating and doing too much.

Another way is to engage in Advent traditions of prayer and
devotion, such as lighting candles in wreath or counting down days
with a calendar and marking each day with prayer. Such devotional
practice can draw our attention constantly back to God. It can help our
hearts prepare, again and again, every day, for the coming of Christ.

St. Michael’s would like to support all of our families in our Advent
journey together. One way is to invite and encourage you to keep
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worship at the center of your Advent and Christmas season. Gather with
the Christian community as we hear the ancient stories and prepare
ourselves, together, for the coming of Emmanuel - God with us.

We will celebrate the season of Advent with a series of
intergenerational events. Everyone is invited — members, non-members,
adults and kids of all ages - to these special events. The first is St.
Michael’s traditional Advent event, when we will make wreaths and
share other crafts and activities to welcome the season of Advent.
Another is to celebrate the feast of St. Nicholas, when we will make
traditional St. Nicholas cookies and hear more about the “original” Santa
Claus. Then on December 11 and 18, our adult education classes and
parents are invited to join our Godly Play classes in the pavilion, to hear
the stories and traditions of advent in a new way.

St. Michael’s will also provide devotional materials for use at home
during this season. Three different devotional booklets — two by beloved
authors Henri Nouwen and Paula D’Arcy - will be available to pick up
in the narthex throughout the season. For children, we have a special
devotional project — a manger scene to set up at home, with devotions
and stickers for each day of Advent. And for tweens and teens, a calendar
with a brief thought for each day of Advent on the theme of “So, this is
God with Us?” Choose one or more of these resources to accompany you
and your family in the weeks leading up to Christmas.

I hope you will find ways to join the community at St. Michael’s
in preparing - as individuals and as the gathered Body of Christ - for
ameaningful Christmas. God’s blessings be with you however you
celebrate and where you may god this Christmastime.

Grace and Peace,
Kristin =

A Callfor Entrg: Ga”crg at St. Michael

Gallery St. Michael announces an open call to artists in the diocese

to submit work for a juried exhibit titled “Spirit of Music.” An artists
reception will be on Friday, January 27, 6-8pm. This exhibit will also
coincide with the Friday Night Music events on February 3, March 10 &
16, at St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church. We invite all artists
in the diocese to submit works that are evocative of the spirit of music,
reflecting all its aspects: feeling, coloration, rhythm, movement and
improvisation. 2-dimensional work of any medium will be considered.
All work must be ready to hang. Visit http://www.all-angels.com/pdf/
Prospectus.pdf for a prospectus/entry form. «
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Adoption of Anglican Covenant b
I:Episcopal (hurch Unlikclg ’

In response to the inclusion of homosexuals in ordained ministry
and the development of same-gender rites of blessing in the Episcopal
Church and elsewhere, portions of the Anglican Communion have
advocated an Anglican Covenant.

This covenant would provide a process to discipline Communion
member churches, and, if necessary, remove them from the
Communion. A draft Covenant has been written and circulated to
member churches for their consideration and possible adoption.

Our church’s Standing Commission on Constitution and Canons
has said that to adopt the current version of the Covenant “would
significantly alter our current understanding of what it means to be
an autonomous province.”

For this reason, the Executive Council of the Episcopal Church
recently decided to submit a resolution to General Convention next
year that would have it state that the church is “unable to adopt the
Anglican Covenant in its present form.” In addition, the Presiding
Bishop, who chairs the Executive Council, said that they were also
concerned “that all people of this church might be included in the life
of the church.”

The 77th meeting of General Convention July 5-12, 2012 will
decide whether to pass, amend and pass, or reject the Executive
Council’s resolution. =

Forwarcl Movcmcnt

Forward Movement meditation booklets will be cancelled at the end of
the year and will no longer be stocked in the parish hall. We know
many of you enjoy this pamphlet and you may continue to read it by
personal subscription. The web site is www.forwardmovement.org.
You may subscribe on line for $6.00 per year, or receive your copy
in the mail in regular or large print format. Regular print is $20 for
a 2-year subscription and the large print format is $16 for a 1-year
subscription. «<




Ca”ing Financial Hanncrs) Insurance Agents, Brokcrs

Would you be interested in helping design some opportunities for
parishioners to consider the relationship between money and faith?
We are in the process of forming a committee that will create events,
classes, and written material on planned giving, what our theology and
scripture say about finances and other personal resources, and more.

We do not envision this committee carrying out the annual pledge
effort, but rather, doing year-round stewardship education. Are you
interested? If so, contact Fr. Brian - brian@all-angels.com, 345-8147 ext.
112. =

Financial News for Scptember

October’s financial statements were not ready in time for this edition
of the Angelus, however they will be posted in the Parish Hall by the
time you receive this Angelus. Below is the financial news for period
ending 9/30/2011.

In September we experienced a loss totaling ($12,267) bringing
our year to date loss to ($4,225). This resulted in the Church having
to borrow from its line of credit due to negative cash flow in the
Operating Fund. Primarily this is due to pledges not being submitted
timely.

Soon you will be receiving a letter from our Treasurer Jim Moffitt,
urging you to submit your 2011 pledge payments in full no later than
mid-December. This will ensure that we minimize the need to borrow
additional amounts from our line of credit as well as paying off the
balance previously borrowed. We have many contributors who pay
their pledge annually. If possible, we ask those pledgers to pay their
annual 2011 pledge by the end of November.

If you have questions regarding the balance due on your 2011
pledge or any other questions regarding your contributions to St.
Michael’s, please contact Kate Bradshaw, Business Administrator, 345-
8147 ext. 116 or email kate@all-angels.com.

Thank you for your generous contributions of time and money
to our faith community. As we enter this beautiful season of Advent,
Thanksgiving and Christmas, I am especially grateful to be associated
with St. Michael’'s where God’s work is done. I offer a prayer I've
shared with you in the past. It holds special meaning as I believe it
captures the spirit of St. Michael’s.

“Dear Lord, hear and bless thy beasts and singing birds and guard with tenderness

small things that have no words.” - In Christ, Kate
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Financial Report, September 2011

Income
September 2011 Year to Date
Income $ 42,750 $ 533,122
Expenses $ 55,017 $ 537,347
Net $ (12,267) $ (4,225)
Pledges
September 2011 Year to Date
actual $ 39,150 $ 465,359 (includes $29,887 2011
pledges paid in 2010)
budgeted $ 52332 $ 470,987
variance $ (13,182) $ (5,628)
New Building Project
Beginning Current Month Current Month Ending
Balance Receipts Expenses Balance
9/01/2011 9/30/11 9/01/11 9/30/11
$ 4,259 $13,214 $12,579 $4894 =

Nets for| ife

A Partnership for Malaria Prevention in Africa

Nets for Life — A partnership for Malaria prevention in Africa and
sponsored by Episcopal Relief and Development is once more making
a difference by asking for our crucial support which will help children,
families, and whole communities move from sickness to strength.
NetsForLife brings together faith — based organizations and private
donors in a collaborative initiative focused on eliminating malaria in
Africa.

Every day, nearly 2,000 children under five years of age die from
malaria in sub-Saharan Africa. With our help, insecticide treated
nets will be delivered to families and communities in need. A deadly
infectious disease transmitted by a mosquito bite can actually be
prevented with an insecticide-treated net.

Other projects which are sponsored by Episcopal Relief and
Development and the catalogues will be in the Parish Hall for you to
pick up and perhaps become a gift you might make this season. =




Scenes [Trom St. Martin’s

Henri Nouwen once observed, “we will never believe we have anything
to give unless there is someone who is able to receive.” That kind of
giving happens every Sunday morning at St. Martin’s as members of
the Congregation of St. Martin’s gather in worship and welcome new
people—both those who live in houses and those who live on the
streets—into their midst. Our greeter lives on the streets—except in the
winter when he moves to the West Side Shelter. Our altar server moves
from apartment to motel to shelter depending on the cash available. Our
music man has just moved to an apartment quite far from St. Martin’s.
He gets up early on Sundays to catch the Central bus and hopes that
aride is waiting for him at the Bus Station. Like any congregation, we
have our regular readers and our strong singers and our fervent prayers.
It’s taken some time to build this community of worship, but now
it’s beginning to feel like it really is the Church of St. Martin’s—a place
where people who live in houses gather at the table with people who
live on the streets and a church where people who live on the streets
feel at home. One of the ways people who live in houses can help this
little congregation is to join us in worship. Experience the hospitality of
the people at St. Martin’s. Be there to receive the gifts this community of
people who live on the edge have to offer. Our church services begin at
8:00 a.m. every Sunday. We have breakfast afterwards. Come and see! =

| ive at [Tive

A congregation within a congregation, a church within a church, the
Five O’ Clock worshipping community began its third year with an
outdoor service celebrating the Feast of St. Francis including a blessing
of the animals. It was a fitting beginning to our third year and grew out
of our Soundings Conversation at which we shared the dreams we hold
for our worshipping community, the core values we hope to live by and
the visions we have for where our Five O’ Clock community will be one
day.

On a Saturday late in September, over twenty people from the Five
O’ Clock worshipping community and from the larger community of
St. Michael's as well, gathered to take soundings on where we are as
a worshipping community and where we hope to be in the future. By
the end of the morning, the walls of the Parish Hall were covered with
our work. We are a worshipping community built on and blending
two powerful traditions: our Anglican heritage and our New Mexican
roots. We draw on both these traditions in our prayers, our music and
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our celebrations. We sing in English and in Spanish and we pray in both
languages too. But you don’t need to speak Spanish to participate in the
service. We treasure our welcoming, inclusive and diverse nature and
the simple and informal cast to our worship. People can come as they are
and they do!

Our Soundings Conversation was just the beginning of our
discernment work. In the weeks and months ahead, we will continue
to explore where God is calling our community and we will continue
to determine together how we make decisions for our worshipping
community, how we best reach out to the community outside our walls,
and what it means for us to be church together and for us to be an
integral part of the community of St. Michael’s.

For more information about the Live at Five worshipping
community, please contact J.P. Arrossa (jparrossa@msn.com) or Rev.
Susan (sahcdsp@yahoo.com) or 842-1637. To receive our weekly e-letter,
contact communications@all-angels.com.

Coming in Advent at San (Habriel’s

Saturday, December 3,10:00 a.m.
Handel’s “Messiah” - Join Jeanne Hogan and the Vicar for this San
Gabriel's tradition. We'll look at the Bible passages which inspired
Handel, listen to excerpts, and then head to The Bistro for lunch
and fellowship.

Wednesdays. November 30 ¢ December 7 ¢ 14, 6:30-8:00 pm; Sunday, December 18,

9:00 am
“The 4 Mantras: Show up, Pay Attention, Tell the Truth, & Leave
the Results to God!” - Joni Thompson will lead us in a look at how
these mantras can inspire us to begin the new liturgical year. Bring
a snack to share on the Wednesday evenings, which will close with
the Order of Compline. Even if you can’t make it to all four sessions,
treat yourself with attendance at as many as possible.

Sunday, December 25
Christmas Day Non-Traditional Worship! Join members of San
Gabriel'’s at 1:00 on Christmas Day at Albuquerque Opportunity
Center (715 Candelaria NE, west of I-25) to serve and share a
holiday meal with the 78 men there who are transitioning out of
homelessness. If you cannot join us for the meal, drop off food at
A.O.C. at 12:30 on that day. NOTE: All food must be prepared and in
disposable serving dishes; there are no kitchen facilities at A.O.C.

For more information about any of the above, contact Vicar Rhonda at

rhonda.mcintire@q.com or 933-5938. «<




Librarg News: Book Keviews

Simon May, Love : A History, (2011), call number 128.4609 May 2011,
summarizes Western concepts of divine and human love from the
Hebrews to Marcel Proust. May criticizes Western concepts of human
love as having divine attributes such as being unconditional, eternal
and selfless, and even replacing God. May presents his own philosophy
of human love as a search for what he calls “ontological rootedness,”

or a sense that the beloved (person or thing) makes the lover’s life
more secure and real. Read May’s book before you try to pledge
“unconditional, eternal” love to anyone.

Walter Brueggemann’s Collected Sermons, call number 252.058 Bru 2011,
expands our collection of Protestant theologians. Brueggerman is a
scholar of the Old Testament who has found a home in St. Timothy’s
Episcopal Church in Cincinnati. His sermons, which date from 1972
through 20009, are designed to make Old Testament stories relevant to
modern life.

We have also acquired some more books dealing with the results of the
search for the historical Jesus. Herbert W. Funk, Honest to Jesus, (1996),
call number 232.908 Fun 1996, is a well-informed discussion by one of
the writers in the Jesus Seminar, who attempts to place Jesus’ teachings
in their historical context for a modern audience.

Ricky Alan Mayotte, The Complete Jesus (1997), call number 226.052
May 1997, is a collection of the “sayings of Jesus,” compiled from the
New Testament, the Christian Gnostic writings and New Testament
Apocrypha. The author deliberately includes many sayings which were
not included in the accepted gospels of the New Testament.

Finally, Alan Jacobs, When Jesus Lived in India (2009), call number 232.901
Jac 2009, is a speculative commentary on what Jesus may have been
doing during the early years of his life, which have not been documented
by any written sources. =



]mPor’cant Dates to Remembcr

AAEDS Silent Auction
Sunday, December 4
Don’t forget: Sunday, December 4 is the 20th Annual Silent

Auction and holiday Fair for All Angels Episcopal Day School.
We can still accept donations for the next few days, but no later
than Friday if at all possible. Just about any item is acceptable -
hand-crafted, collectible, new, certificates for goods and services,
cookware, pottery, new clothing, baby items or toys - you name
it, we'll take it. But most importantly, we need shoppers to make
the auction a success. The auction will be open all morning, with
bidding closing at IPM. We will have a bake sale, a bargain table,
lunch at a reasonable cost, a visit with Santa, and lots of items to bid
on as well as fellowship and fun. Come join us!

Confirmation with Bishop Vono

Sunday, December 4 at 5:00 pm
Bishop Michael Vono will be with us to preach, celebrate, and
confirm new members at our 5:00 liturgy on Sunday Dec. 4. The
liturgy will be followed by a reception. This might be a good
opportunity for those who have not yet experienced the informal,
fresh, bi-cultural approach to liturgy to find out what the Live at Five
bunch are up to.

St. Nicholas Night

Tuesday, December 6 at 5:30 pm in the Parish Hall
Come celebrate the Feast of St. Nicholas with supper and baking
traditional St. Nicholas cookies! We will share supper, decorate
cookies, and hear the story of St. Nicholas - the origin of Santa. Bring
the family for this fun Advent evening]

Last Kirtan Mass

Wednesday, December 7 at 7:00 pm
The 9 people who have been faithfully offering the monthly Kirtan
Mass for 3 years now have decided that it is no longer possible for
them to sustain this monthly commitment. But watch for occasional
appearances of this group and their unique style of chant at other
times in parish life. Meanwhile, join us on Wednesday Dec. 7, 7pm,
for our last hurrah!




Intergenerational Godly Play Advent Activities

Sundays, December 11 ¢ 18 at 10:00 am
Our adult education classes and parents are invited to join our Godly
Play classes in the pavilion, as Francesca MacDowell and Chuck
Wiggins tell the stories and traditions of advent. An inspiring way to
prepare for the mystery of Christmas.

The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe

Sunday, December 11
Hear the story, sing the songs, bid Guadalupe good day! On Sunday,
December 11, at 5:00 p.m. the Live at Five worshipping community
will celebrate the Feast of Guadalupe. Revered as the Mother of the
Americas, Guadalupe is a figure beloved for the way she bridged and
blended two traditions—that of the native peoples of Mexico and
that of the Spanish. Guadalupe is also beloved for the care and respect
she showed for a peasant farmer. Throughout the Southwest the feast
of Guadalupe is celebrated—usually in the morning of December
12. We'll retell the story, sing the familiar songs, and share in the
traditional food during and after our 5:00 eucharist. Please join us!

Holy Baptism Offered

Sunday, January 1 at 9:00 am
Please contact one of the clergy if you are interested in having
someone in your family baptized on Sunday, January 1 at the 9am
liturgy.

Annual Meeting

Sunday, January 29
Special schedule this day: 7:30 Eucharist; 9am Eucharist; 10am Annual
Meeting in the church; after the meeting, your choice: lunch in the
parish hall or a simple, said Eucharist in the church; 5pm Eucharist.
Every year we meet to elect new Vestry members and Delegates to
diocesan life, and to receive the budget and written reports from
our ministries. We will also have presentations and opportunity
for discussion about matters of current interest in the parish. All
are asked to come to this Annual Parish Meeting to exercise this
responsibility of membership. =



Meditations

An Advent Poem by Thomas Merton

Charm with your stainlessness these winter nights,
skies, and be perfect!

Fly vivider in the fiery dark, you quiet meteors,
and disappear.

You moon, be slow to go down,

This is your fill!

The four white roads make off in silence

Towards the four parts of the starry universe.

Time falls like manna at the corners of the wintry earth.
We have become more humble than the rocks,

More wakeful than the patient hills.

Charm with your stainlessness these nights in Advent,
holy spheres,

While minds, as meek as beasts,

Stay close at home in the sweet hay;

And intellects are quieter than the flocks that feed
by starlight.

Oh pour your darkness and your brightness over all our
solemn valleys,

Your skies: and travel like the gentle Virgin,

Towards the planets’ stately setting,

Oh, white full moon as quiet as Bethlehem! =

A prophecy about our age, from the Elders of the Hopi Nation
Oraibi, Arizona, June 8, 2000

Here is a river flowing now very fast.

It is so great and swift that there are those who will be afraid,
who will try to hold on to the shore.

They are being torn apart and will suffer greatly.

Know that the river has its destination.
The elders say we must let go of the shore.
Push off into the middle of the river, and keep our heads above water.

And we say see who is there with you and celebrate.
1%




At this time in history, we are to take nothing personally, least of all
ourselves.
For the moment we do, our spiritual growth and journey come to a halt.

The time of the lone wolf is over.
Gather yourselves.

Banish the word “struggle” from your vocabulary.
All that we do now must be done in a sacred manner and in celebration.
For we are the ones we have been waiting for. =

Whatever You Do: A Word from the Lord

A leaf, a flower, a fruit, or even water,
offered to me in devotion
I will accept as the loving gift of a dedicated heart.

What ever you do, make it an offering to me —
the food you eat or worship you perform,
the help you give, even your suffering.

I am the same to all beings.

My love is the same always.

Nevertheless, those who meditate on me with devotion,
they dwell in me, and T shine forth in them.

Even the worst sinner becomes a saint

when he loves me with all his heart.

This love will soon transform his personality
and fill his heart with peace profound.

Give not your love to this transient world of suffering,
but give all your love to me.

Give me your mind, your heart, all your worship.
Long for me always, live for me always,

And you shall be united with me. =



Christmas at St. Michael’s

Christmas Eve

5:00 pm

Family Eucharist: Godly Play students will help tell the
story of Christmas at this kid-friendly service which
includes Eucharist and candles.

8:00 pm

Eucharist with our Sunday 9:00 music ensemble.
10:30pm

Choral Eucharist, with our Sunday 11:15 choir and
instruments, featuring the Missa Criollo.

Christmas Day
10:00 am

A simple, intimate, spoken Eucharist

Sunday January 1

The Feast of the Holy name, with Baptism at 9am
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